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DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
1958 


The eight meetings of the district library association were 
held in 1958 during the period May 2-16, At a January meeting of 
the president of the districts, with representatives of the Wisconsin 
Library Association, the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, and 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, plans were made to follow a 
similar pattern in each meeting. The theme of the district library 
association meetings was to be related to library service, and the 
principal program feature was to be a symposium or panel discussion 
on how the new national standards on library service are being met 
in libraries of the various districts. This idea was carried out, 
and the several articles following the reports of the eight district 
meetings in this issue of the Bulletin have been written by some of 
the program participants. 





It was agreed also by the program planning group that the state 
demonstrator bookmobile should be on exhibit at each meeting and that 
some time on the program should be allowed for the Secretary of the 
Commission to explain its use. This part of the program, too, was 
accomplished in each meeting, except that, in the West Central District 
Association meeting in La Crosse, the bookmobile, due to mechanical 
difficulties, was not on exhibit. 


A third feature of the 1958 meetings was the separate session 
for library board members. In each of these sessions, a member of 
the Executive Board of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association 
conducted a discussion on "A Handbook for Wisconsin Library Board 
Members~=What Should It Include?" A check sheet of topics that 
might be included in such a manual or handbook was presented, dis- 
cussed, and checked by the groupe S. Janice Kee, Secretary, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, attended all of these meetings 
of library board members. 


In each of the eight meetings, a member of the Executive Board 
of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association spoke briefly for that 
organization, urging attendance at the Governor's Conference for 
Library Board Members, June 19-20, and telling about the WLTA program 
for the year, including the preparation of a handbook for trustees. 


The Wisconsin Library Association was represented at each meet- 
ing by a member of the Executive Board of that Association. Certain 
activities of WLA were emphasized, e.f., the need of the Awards Com- 
mittee to receive applications, the participation of the Committee 
on Work With Senior Citizens in the Governor's Conference on an Aging 
Population, the participation of the Public Relations Committee in 
National Library ‘eek activities, the work of the Scholarship Come 
mittee, program high lights for the annual WLA conference ir. Racine 
(September 28-30), and the request cf “LA president, Mrs. Ethel M,. 
Brann, that each district association appoint four hostesses to 
serve at the Racine convention. 
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Membership in state and national organizaticns for librarians 
and trustees was solicited in all the district association meetings. 


At each meeting, a member of the Wisconsin Library Association's 
Public Relations Committee described a project of that committee. 
This project consists of making centrally produced librery publicity 
materials available to Wisconsin libraries on a subscription basis. 

A sample poster on "Vacation Reading" was shown at each meeting, 

and those present were informed that, for a six-dollar subscription 

fee, ten silk-screen posters on selected subjects, designed by Mrs. 

Erma Graeber, a professional artist, would be sent to their library, 
provided Dorothea Krause, Wausau, received at least fifty subscript- 
tions. 


On the following pages are brief reports of the eight district 
meetings, presented in the order in which the meetings were held 
throughout the State. 





1. to re: Mrs. I. J. Lathrop, Platteville, and Mrs. Irma Bailey, 
Fennimore, discussing mobile library service 
with board members 


WISCONSIN VALLEY DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Stevens Point, May 2, 1958 


HOST: Wisconsin State College Library, Stevens Point; Nelis 
R, Kampenga, librarian 


OFFICERS: Mrs. Dorothy Whittaker, Rhinelander, president, and 
Mrs, Shirley Barta, Antigo, secretary 
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BUSINESS The minutes of the 1957 annual district meeting and the 
MEETING: treasurer's report were approved. Dorothea Krause, Wausau, 

reported on the TV Project, noting that there were a total 

of 42 programs aired during the year--21, live, and 21 on 
film. A Directory of Libraries in the Wisconsin Valley District was 
distributed. There was some discussion about National Library Week, 
as observed in the district. Two changes in the association's con- 
stitution were voted. One provides for 50 cents dues annually, and 
the other defines the Executive Board as including the regular of- 
ficers of the year, the immediate past president, and the librarian 
of the library where the next annual meeting is to be held. The 
group suspended, temporarily, Article III, Section 12, of the con- 
stitution in order that Helen Dudek, Wausau, might serve another 
term as treasurer. The following officers were elected for the 
coming year: president, Mrs. Shirley Barta, Antigo; vice president, 
Nelis R, Kampenga, Stevens Point; secretary, Violet Behrens, Merrill; 
and treasurer, Helen Dudek, Wausau. The 1°59 meeting will be held 
in Merrill. 


PROGRAM: 


Welcomes. William S. Hansen, President, Wisconsin State College, 
Stevens Point, welcomed the group. Reverend W, H. Ortwein, Wausau, 
extended greetings on behalf of the Wisconsin Library Trustees 
Association. Forrest L. Mills, Librarian, Racine Public Library, 
and President-elect of the Wisconsin Library Association, spoke 
briefly for the WLA, S,. Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission, explained the bookmobile exhibit and intrceduced 
the Commission staff members: Elizabeth Burr, Ione A, Nelson, 
Kenneth F,. Duchac, and George D. Russell. 


s sium-Forum. Members of a symposium-forum discussing the topic, 
witon Good Is Our Library Service?" were Mrs. Edna Holland, Antigo, 


who spoke on their library's policy manuals; Dr. Henry C, Ahrnsbrak, 
Wausau, who talked on an interagency council in Wausau; Edith Dudgeon, 
Wisconsin Rapids, who told how the public library serves groups in 
Wisconsin Rapids; and Kenneth Duchac, of the Commission staff, who 
made a progress report on the American Library Association's Library- 
Community Project in Shawano County. The discussion was moderated 

by Amenzo Warden, library board member of the Rhinelander Public 
Library. 


Afternoon Guest Speaker. Nelson Hall, on the campus, was the place 
of the Luncheon, Har which the group returned to the library and 
listened to Dr. George Dixon, professor of sociology, Wisconsin State 
College, Stevens Point, speak on "Some Sociological Implications 

For the Library in Contemporary American Society." Professor Dixon 
emphasized the library's responsibility to "keep knowledge public" 
and the library's unique role in providing materials which will 
develop intellectual curiosity and promote the growth of the in- 
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dividual rather than enhance the "terrific trend to conformity." 


WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
La Crosse, May 5, 1958 


HOST: South Branch, La Crosse Public Library; Margaret Orr, 
librarian 


OFFICERS: Mildred M,. Cripps, Independence, president, and Erna 
Mathys, Arcadia, secretary 


BUSINESS The minutes of the 1957 annual district meeting and the 
MEETING: treasurer's report were read and approved. Mrs. Frances 
R. Perry, Black River Falls, was elected as chairman of 
the association for the coming year, and Mrs. Cap Holter, 
Tomah, was elected to the secretary-treasurer post. The 1959 annual 
meeting of the West Central District Library Association will be 
held at West Salem. 


PROGRAM: 


Welcomes. Upon introduction by Misé Cripps, Mr. Knutson, Mayor of 
Ta Crosse, and President of the La Crosse Public Library Board of 
Trustees,welcomed the group. Mrs. Sadie Sommerfield, Past President 
of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, extended greetings 
on behalf of WLTA. Gerald Somers, Librarian, Eau Claire Public Li- 
brary, and Treasurer of the Wisconsin Library Association, spoke 
briefly for the WLA. S. Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission, explained the bookmobile exhibit and introduced 
Commission staff members: Elizabeth Burr, Kenneth F, Duchac, John 
C. Frantz, and Dorothy M. Naughton. 


Spanos toe Mrs. Catherine Luke, Whitehall, was the moderator 
of a pane. cussion on the topic, "Challenge of a Changing Popula- 
tion." Arlene Marshall, La Crosse, spoke on the availability of 
library resources; Mrs. Lillian Parmenter, Sparta, spoke on the use 
of records and on plans which are under way for film service through 
the Sparta library; Mrs. Edna Schaller, La Crosse, told of the inter- 
agency loan services which have been used in La Crosse, both between 
the public libraries and between the school and public libraries; 
Gertrude R, Thurow, La Crosse, commented on the need for the library 
to interpret its community's needs; and Kenneth F, Duchac, of the 
Commission staff, discussed the American Library Association's Li- 
brary-Community Project in Shawano County and commented briefly on 
the methods being used to study the community. 


Afternoon Speaker, In the afternoon, the librarians listened to a 
talk by Elizabeth Burr, Children's and Young People's Specialist, 
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Wisconsin Free Library Commission, entitled "Merits and Methods 
of Children's Reading Programs," 


INDIANHEAD DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Eau Claire, May 6, 1958 


HOST: Eau Claire Public Library; Gerald Somers, librarian 


OFFICERS: Mrs. Florence Ll. Nelson, Altoona, president, and 
Dorothy L. Last, Rice Lake, secretary 


BUSINESS The minutes of the 1957 annual district meeting and the 
MEETING: treasurer's report were read and approved. The follow- 
ing officers were elected for the coming year: president, 
Theodora L. Haman, Eau Claire; vice president, Mrs. Helen 
Wright, Mondovis and secretary-treasurer, Helen I. Hosford, Hudson. 
The 1959 annual district meeting will be held in Superior, 


PROGRAM: 


Welcomes. The President of the district association, Mrs. Florence 
Nelson, Altoona, introduced the Eau Claire City Manager, Douglas 
Weifer, who gave the welcoming address. Gerald Somers, Librarian, 
Eau Claire Public Library, and member of the Executive Board of the 
Wisconsin Library Association, extended greetings to the group on 
behalf of the state library association. S. Janice Kee, Secretary, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, extended greetings to the group 
and introduced Commission staff members: Elizabeth Burr, Kenneth 
F, Duchac, and Dorothy M. Naughton. Miss Kee also spoke briefly on 
behalf of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association. 


Symposium-Forum. Gerald Somers, Eau Claire, moderated a symposium- 
forum on the topic, "How Can We Raise Our Service Standards?" 
Panelists included Doris Pitzer, Chippewa Falls; Dorothy L. Last, 
Rice Lakes and Kenneth F. Duchac, of the Commission staff. The 
panelists emphasized the need for written library policy and the 
necessity for adjusting hours of service to the needs of the com- 
munity. Mr. Duchac also discussed the American Library Association's 
Library-Community Project in Shawano County and mentioned the im- 
portance of a community study in determining the library's services. 





Iuncheon Speaker. After the noon luncheon at the Elks Club, S, 
Janice Kee, Secretary of the Commission, spoke on "How To Set Up a 
Bookmobile Project in Your Area." 





Guest Speaker. In the afternoon, the librarians heard an address 
by Raymond E. Williams of the Minneapolis Public Library on the 
subject, "What Can the Small Public Library Do to Meet the ALA 
Standards of Service?" 
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1. to re: Mrs. Lea M. Ashbacher, librarian, Prairie du 
Chien; Mrs. Niles Higgins, trustee, Prairie du Chiens and 
Mrs. Art Shernberg, Friend of Library, Prairie du Chien 


DEVILS LAKE DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Madison, May 9, 1958 


HOST: Madison Free Library; Bernard Schwab, librarian 


OFFICERS: Mrs. Orrilla T. Blackshear, Madison, president, and 
Mrs. Loretta Hamilton, Madison, secretary 


BUSINESS The minutes of the 1957 annual district meeting were ap- 
MEETING: proved. The following officers were elected for the 
coming year: president, Margaret Lutovsky, Portage; 
secretary and hostess, Josephine Harvey, Baraboo; and 
treasurer, Ethel I. Dowden, New Lisbon. 


PROGRAM: 


Welcomes. The President of the district association, Mrs. Orrilla 
T, Blackshear, Madison, called the meeting to order and introduced 
Alderman George Elder, President of the City Council of Madison, 
who extended an official welcome to the group on behalf of the city 
of Madison. Mrs. Harold Lampert, President of the Board of the 
Madison Free Library, extended greetings to the group. Benton H. 
Wilcox, Librarian, State Historical Society, and member of the 
Executive Board of the Wisconsin Library Association, commented 








| 
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briefly on behalf of the state library association. Mrs. A. W. 
Hammond, Beaver Dam, Vice President of the Wisconsin Library Trus- 
tees Association, spoke briefly on behalf of the state trustees 
organization. S,. Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission, explained the bookmobile exhibit and introduced Commis- 
sion staff members: Mrs, Marie A. Bersing, Mrs. Helen S, Bull, 
Kenneth F, Duchac, John C, Frantz, Mrs. Iris L. Guelker, Mrs. Loretta 
M. Hamilton, Mrs. Fay A. Kunz, Dorothy M. Naughton, Ione A. Nelson, 
Mrs. Ruth H. Poole, George D. Russell, and Delores E. Saemisch. 


Ss Sium-Forum. "How Does Your Library Grow?" was the theme of 
the morning session symposium-forum moderated by Herbert M. Sewell, 
associate professor of library science, University of Wisconsin 
Library School. John C, Frantz, of the Commission staff, substi- 
tuted for Ethel Dowden, New Lisbon, and told of the methods the 
New Lisbon Public Library had used in making film programs avail- 
able to groups and institutions. Josephine Harvey commented on 
the Baraboo Public Library's record collection and its use. 
Margaret Lutovsky, Portage, spoke on the benefits of belonging to 
the Wisconsin Library Film Circuit. Roger E. Schwenn, chairman, 
Department of Library Science, and librarian, Extension Division, 
University of Wisconsin, commented on training needs of Wisconsin 
librarians, Bernard Schwab, director, Madison Free Library, told 
of his library's long-term library development program, present 
services, and of services which are needed but not yet provided. 
Kenneth F, Duchac, of the Commission staff, spoke on the American 
Library Association's Library-Community Project in Shawano County 
and of the use which a library can make of a community study. 


Luncheon Speaker. After the noon luncheon at the Towne Club, the 
group heard Mrs. Rebecca C. Barton, director, Governor's Commission 
on Human Rights, pay special tribute to libraries and librarians 

in her talk, entitled “Where Beggars Can Ride," 


Afternoon Guest Speaker. In the afternoon session, the librarians 
listened to Dr. Witten W. Biddle, visiting lecturer, University 

of Wisconsin, and director, Community Dynamics, Earlham College, 
Richmond, Indiana, speak on the topic, "The Librarian as a Com- 
munity Educator." Following his presentation, Wilson B,. Thiede, 
associate professor of education and director of Field Service, 
Extension Division, University of Wisconsin, and Kenneth F, Duchac 
and George D. Russell,of the Commission staff, acted as a panel of 
interrogators in questioning Dr. Biddle about his ideas on community 
education. 
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FOX RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Menasha, May 12, 1958 


HOST: Elisha D. Smith Public Library, Menasha; Marvin E. Melick, 
librarian 


OFFICERS: Marvin E, Melick, Menasha, president, and Marion L. 
Hudders, Manitowoc, secretary 


BUSINESS The minutes of the 1957 annual district meeting and the 
MEETING: treasurer's report were approved. The constitution was 
amended to allow the Fox River Valley District Library 
Association to have a vice president who can carry on 
the work of the association in the absence of the president. The 
following officers were elected for the coming year: president, 
Marie W,. Barkman, Sheboygan; vice president, Mrs. Marian E, Nelson, 
Clintonville; and secretary-treasurer, Janet Meili, Appleton. The 
1959 annual district meeting will be held in Sheboygan. Mr. Melick 
commented on the preparation of Fox River Valley Library Association-- 
The First Sixty Years, 1898-1958, a pu ation which ha en in- 
cluded in the kits given to registrants. A motion was made, seconded, 
and carried that the Elisha D. Smith Public Library of Menasha be 
reimbursed for the materials used in the publication of the history, 
the cost being $27.01. A vote of thanks was extended to Mrs. R. G. 
Minarik, secretary-treasurer, Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, 
and to Mr. Melick for their work on the history. 





PROGRAM: 


Welcomes. Marvin E, Melick, President of the district association, 
rarian of the host library, extended a welcome to all those 

present. Mayor R. G. Du Charme, Menasha, and Victor Fritz, President, 
Menasha Board of Library Trustees, also welcomed the group. Helen 
Terry, immediate Past President and present member of the Executive 
Board of the Wisconsin Library Association, spoke briefly on behalf 
of the state library association, and Mrs. Minarik commented on be- 
half of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association. S. Janice Kee, 
Secretary, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, explained the bookmo- 
bile exhibit and introduced Commission staff members: Paul B. Cors, 
Kenneth F, Duchac, John C, Frantz, and Ione A. Nelson. 


Sympestun-Tenele Marvin Gegan, superintendent of the Menasha public 
schools, and trustee of the Menasha Public Library, was the moderator 
of a symposium-forum on the topic, "The Modern Meaning of Library 
Service." William Sloggy, Kaukauna, spoke briefly on Kaukauna's 
successful campaign for improving their library and its services. 
Mrs, Marian E, Nelson, Clintonville, told about the development of 
their library's staff manual and the adoption of policy and personnel 
codes in the library. Rita A. Mangan, Marinette, talked about the 
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self-survey conducted by the Stephenson Public Library in Marinette 
and about her library's film service program. Kenneth F. Duchac, 

of the Commission staff, explained the American Library Association's 
Library-Commnity Project in Shawano County and emphasized the im- 
portance of a community study in determining what services the library 
should provide. 


Luncheon Speaker. After the noon luncheon at the Menasha Elks Club, 
the group heard Mrs. Glenn Hoffman, of Appleton, a former menber of 
the Menasha library staff, read Carolyn Green's comedy, Janus. 





Afternoon Program. The business meeting was held in the afternoon, 
and, following adjournment, those present were invited to tour the 
George Banta Publishing Company. 


SECOND DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Oconomowoc, May 13, 1958 


HOST: Oconomowoc Public Library; Josephine M, Machus, librarian 


OFFICERS: Josephine M, Machus, Oconomowoc, president, and Katherine 
Flynn, Shorewood, secretary pro tem. 


BUSINESS The minutes of the 1957 annual district meeting were read 
MEETING: and approved. Since the new Horicon Public Library will be 
completed next year, it was decided that the 1959 meeting 
will be held there. Ramona Dasenbrock, Horicon, was elected 
president of the district association, and Katherine J. Flynn, Shorewood, 
was elected secretary for the coming year. 


PROGRAM: 


Welcomes. Mayor J. Alan Humphrey, of Oconomowoc, and Oconomowoc Super- 

endent of Public Schools and Library Board member, Robert Gilberts, 
both welcomed the group of sixty-four librarians and trustees present 
for the meeting. Margaret Paulus, West Allis, member of the Wisconsin 
Library Association Executive Board, extended greetings from the state 
association. Roy C, Millar, President of the Wisconsin Library Trustees 
Association, greeted the group on behalf of the state trustees organiza- 
tion. S,. Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, ex- 
plained the bookmobile exhibit and introduced Commission staff members: 
Mrs. Ida R. Booth, Mrs. Alice Culp, Kenneth F, Duchac, John C. Frantz, 
Mrs. Carmelita Manley, and Ione A. Nelson, 


_ Symposium-Forum. R,. Paul Bartolini, Milwaukee, moderated a symposiun- 
forum on the theme, "The Challenge to Library Service." Kenneth F, 

Duchac, of the Commission staff, discussed the Library-Cormunity 

Project in Shawano and told of the methods used in the community study 
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in Shawano County. Mrs. Walter Dunwiddie, Port Washington, de- 
scribed the preschool hour and the film programs for mothers, 
which go on simultaneously at the Port Washington Public Library. 
Ruby Roeder, Beaver Dam, spoke on their co-operative arrangement 
with the Waupun Public Library in procuring films through the 
Wisconsin Library Film Cireit and on the use of records in the 
Beaver Dam library. Elizabeth Faber, Watertown, discussed the 
subject of "The Library and the Fine Arts," including the use of 
recordings, art exhibits, and dramatics sponsored by the library. 
Because of the absence of Mrs. Constance Conrader, author and 
member of the Oconomowoc library staff, Josephine M. Machus read 
Mrs. Conrader’s paper, entitled "The Library and the Writer," 
which told of the ways in which the library can serve the writer 
through writers' clubs, research, etc. Helen Terry, Milwaukee, 
spoke on the topic, "The Library and the Humanities." She told 
of the various discussion groups which are a part of the Milwaukee 
Public Library's adult education program. 


Luncheon Speaker. After a luncheon at the American Legion Club 
House, those present listened to Mrs. Tere Rios Versace, Madison 
author of An Angel Grows Up, tell of her experiences in writing 
a book and raising a family at the same time. 








Afternoon Program. In the afternoon, the librarians continued the 
panel discussion which had gotten under way in the morning. The 
panel discussed such things as the types of programs which had been 
used successfully for mothers while their preschool children attend 
story hours, details of the operation of the Wisconsin Library Film 
Circvit, the use of recordings and listening rooms in libraries, 
end the library-sponsored art exhibit. 





ROCK RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Fort Atkinson, May 14, 1958 


HOST: Dwight Foster Public Library, Fort Atkinson; Mrs. Irene 
V. Metke, librarian 


OFFICERS: Patricia H. Allbee, Jefferson, secretary 


BUSINESS The minutes of the 1957 annual district meeting were ap- 
MEETING: proved. Mrs. Mary L. Bray, Elkhorn, with the help of the 
librarian from Delavan, will plan the 1959 meeting, and 
it will be held in either Elkhorn or Delavan, the designa- 
tion to be made at a later date, 


PROGRAM: 


Welcomes. Immediately after calling the meeting to order, Mrs. 
Trene Ve Metke introduced Elmore Klement, City Manager, who extended 
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a welcome to the group from the city of Fort Atkinson. A welcome 
on behalf of the Fort Atkinson Library Board was given by Charles 
B, Rogers, President of the Library Board. Greetings from the 
Wisconsin Library Association were extended by WLA President, Mrs, 
Ethel Brann, of Lake Geneva. S. Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission, substituted for Durward McVey, Lake Mills, 
a director of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, in extend- 
ing greetings from WLTA since Mr. McVey could not be present. Miss 
Kee also extended greetings from the Commission and introduced Com- 
mission staff members: Kenneth F, Duchac, John C, Frantz, and Ione 
A, Nelson, 


S sium-Forum. uth Young, Edgerton, was the moderator of a 
symposium-forum, entitled "How Good Is Our Library Service?" Dorothy 
Huth, Kenosha, spoke on the need for written library policy and what 
things should be covered by such statements. Mrs. Harris Kunde, 

Lake Geneva, and Josephine M. Machus, Oconomowoc, both told of their 
use of audio-visual materials, especially the use of films. Kenneth 
F, Duchac, of the Commission staff, discussed the American Library 
Association's Library-Community Project in Shawano County and particu- 
larly noted the use that a library can make of a community study. 


Luncheon Speaker, After the noon luncheon at the Friedens Church, 
5. Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, spoke 
on "Bookmobile Service." 





Afternoon Program. In the afternoon, the librarians met as a separate 
group in a "problem clinic" setting to discuss the current difficulties 
they are encountering in their libraries. Jack C, Frantz, of the Com- 
mission staff, acted as discussion leader and also showed the film, 
BOOKS FOR ALL, to the groupe 





SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Fennimore, May 16, 1958 


HOST: Dwight Parker Public Library, Fennimore; Mrs. Irma Bailey, 
librarian 


OFFICERS: Mrs. A, A. Gibson, Cuba City, president (Mrs. Lea M. 
Ashbacher, Prairie du Chien, presided since Mrs, Gibson 
was unable to be present) 

Mrs. Fremont J. Carter, Benton, secretary 


BUSINESS The minutes of the 1957 annual district meeting were ap- 
MEETING: proved. The following officers were elected for the com- 
; ing year: president, Mrs. Lea M. Ashbacher, Prairie du 
Chien; vice chairman, Mrs. Fremont J. Carter, Benton; 
and secretary-treasurer, Mrs, Anne Elston, Lancaster. The 1959 an- 
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nual district association meeting will be held in Lancaster. It 
was also decided that a meeting of this group would be held in 
Boscobel in August to discuss children's books. 


PROGRAM: 


Welcomes. The meeting was called to order by Mrs. Lea M. Ashbacher. 
message from Mrs. A. S. Gibson was read. Mrs. Bert Powers wel- 
comed the group on behalf of the Library Board of the Dwight Parker 

Public Library, Fennimore. Mrs. Charlotte J. Knight, Platteville, 

Secretary of the Wisconsin Library Association, brought greetings 
from WLA, A message from Mrs. Sadie Sommerfield, Past President 
of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, was read. S. Janice 
Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, explained the 
bookmobile exhibit and introduced Commission staff members: John 
C,. Frantz, Kenneth F, Duchac, and George D. Russell. 


S sium-Forum. Mrs. Marion Lathrop, Platteville, moderated a 
aT discussion on the topic, "Leading Adults From Present Interests 
to Ever-Broadening and Deepening Interests." Mrs. Wayne Schollian, 
Lancaster, discussed book talks, book and art displays, discussion 
groups, films and newspapers as public-relations tools which can be 
used to bring more adults into the library. Mrs. Lea M, Ashbacher, 
Prairie du Chien, told of her experiences in attempting to supply 
materials for adult self-education. Mrs. Pauline Clark, Boscobel, 
emphasized the importance of stressing quality rather than quantity 
in present-day library service. Kenneth F. Duchac, of the Commis- 
sion staff, discussed the American Library Association's Library- 
Community Project in Shawano County and told of methods being used 
to study the community. 


Luncheon Speakers. After a noon luncheon served in the Methodist 
Church antic room, George Frantz, Grant County Judge, spoke briefly 
on the role of the library in the community, and Fred Parker, Grant 
County Board Chairman, talked on financing public works and insti- 
tutions. 


Afternoon Program. The film, BOOKS FOR ALL, which tells the story 
of a family using a community library which is part of a larger 
library system, was shown to the librarians in the afternoon. 

After the film showing, Jack C. Frantz, of the Commission, answered 
questions about the film and spoke briefly about the library system 
idea. Later in the afternoon, S. Janice Kee, Secretary of the Com- 
mission, spoke briefly to both the lib rarians and trustees about 
the benefits Wisconsin public libraries are receiving through the 
Library Services Acte 
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r.: Mrs. Helen Schollian, librarian, Lancaster, 
is showing the bookmobile 
to an interested library board member 


eet t & 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION’ S 
LIBERTY AND JUSTICE BOOK AWARDS ANNOUNCED 


The American Library Association presented its second Liberty 
and Justice Book Awards of $5,000 each to George S. Counts for The 
Challenge of Soviet Education (McGraw-Hill Book Company); Herbert 
Feis for Churchill, Roosevelt, Stalin (Princeton University Press); 
and Len GTovannittt for The Prisoners of Combine D (Henry Holt & 


Company, Inc.) at the 77th annual conference of the ALA in San 
Francisco. 


DOES YOUR LIBRARY HAVE THESE AWARD-WINNING BOOKS, WHICH HAVE 
BEEN SELECTED BECAUSE OF THEIR DISTINGUISHED CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
AMERICAN TRADITION OF LIBERTY AND JUCTICE? 


ttt & 
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THE PROGRAM PREVIEW 
An Attempt to Promote Better Use of Films 
By 


John C. Frantz, Public Library Consultant 





#73 - FILMS, RECORDINGS, AND PICTURES SHOULD BE AVAILABLE 
FOR USE OFF THE PREMISES. 


#82 - EACH LIBRARY SYSTEM SHOULD GUIDE AND STIMULATE USE OF 
MATERIALS BY PERSONAL CONSULTATION, LISTS OF MATERIALS, 
INSTRUCTION IN USE OF THE LIBRARY, DISPLAYS, ARRANGE- 
MENT OF THE COLLECTION, RADIO AND TELEVISION PRESENTA- 
TIONS, AND INDEED BY THE WHOLE RANGE OF LIBRARY ACTIVI- 
TIES; THE LIBRARY SHOULD FACILITATE THE USE OF MATERT- 
ALS BY VERBAL, VISUAL, OR OTHER INTERPRETATIVE MEANS. 


#8 - THE LIBRARY SHOULD SEEK TO BRING ITS SERVICES TO THE 
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS IN ITA AREA. 











Early in 1957, three people, from three different agencies, 
discovered a mutual interest in the better and wider use of 16 m. 
films. These three people were Luida Sanders of the State Board 
of Health, who wanted to promote the use of health films; Ethel 
Dowden, the librarian at New Lisbon, who wanted to increase the 
services of the new community library; and John Frantz of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, who wanted to demonstrate ef- 
fective local use of different library resources. 


These people met together in July, 1957, and discussed a plan 
to develop a series of "packaged" programs in the field of health. 
Each package would consist of an appropriate film, and related 
materials, including a discussion guide, program outline, reading 
list, and an exhibit of books and pamphlets. These program ma- 
terials would then be available for loan from the New Lisbon li- 
brary to interested groups in the area. 


When the idea had been developed to this point, the suggestion 
was made that it might not be enough simply to deposit the materi- 
als on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. It was then decided to present 
each program in the series as a kind of program preview, The pre- 
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sentation of each program would be made to a selected audience, com- 
posed of officers and program chairmen of various organizations in 
the area concerned with family and community health. Immediately 
following each preview session, all the materials for that program, 
including a projector and screen, would be available for loan to 
groups for about a six-week period. It was felt that if the pro- 
gram chairmen and officers actually became participants in a pilot 
program they would acquire more interest and more confidence about 
using the materials with their particular group. These participants 
would be encouraged to adapt the pilot program to meet the needs of 
their group, and they would not necessarily be required to use a 
given program only during the loan period. Where possible, the 
participants would be urged to book the package at the preview ses- 
sion. 


With this plan in mind, the three agencies divided the responsi- 
bilities as follows: 


New Lisbon library (Ethel Dowden, Librarian) 


1. Prepare mailing list of potential participants 

2. Provide meeting room and arrange for showing the film 

3. Work with the Library Commission in the preparation and use of 
the display materials 

4. Arrange for the booking, loan, and return of the program materi- 
als 


Wisconsin Board of Health (Luida Sanders, Director of Health Educa} 
tion 


1. Prepare program materials, including selection of films, prepara- 
tion of discussion guide, etc. 

2. With the Commission, introduce the first program preview 

3. Aid in selecting and obtaining a guest discussion leader for each 
preview 

. Mail invitations and announcements 


Wisconsin Free Library Commission (John Frantz, Public Library Con- 
sultant) 


1. Prepare publicity for area newspapers and radio stations 
2. Prepare invitations and announcements for direct mail 

3. Aid in selecting and providing reading materials 

he Aid in selecting and obtaining guest discussion leaders 


The theme of the series was chosen to coincide with an area of 
major interest to the state PTA congress: "The Family and the Com- 
munity." Four programs were planned as follows: 
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Preview Lean 
Title Film Used Date Period 





Community Health Community Health in Action Sept. 18 Sept. 19- 
Discussion leader: Oct. 31 
Dr. John Van Susteren 
District Health Officer 

Mental Health Family Circles Oct. 30 Oct. 3le- 
Discussion leader: Dec. 20 
Frances Bacchus 
District Advisory Nurse 


Safety Home Safety Jane 15 Jan. 16- 
Discussion leader: Feb. 28 
John Frantz 

Child Development He Acts His Age Feb. 26 Feb. 27- 
Discussion leader: Apre 11 
Jean Redden 


Home Economics Consultant 


Miss Dowden prepared a list of 250 individuals who had some 
program responsibility for their organizations. Nearly all of 
these people were residents of Juneau County, with the majority from 
New Lisbon (population, 1,182) and from Mauston (population, 3,171). 
In September, 1957, each of these 250 people received a mimeographed 
letter explaining the purpose of the program previews and inviting 
them to the first session. News releases describing the project 
were placed in seven weekly newspapers in the county, and an announce- 
ment was carried over Radio Station WKLJ, Sparta. As a follow-up, 
each person on the original mailing list and those who registered 
at any preview were sent reminders of the next program in the series. 


The procedure at each meeting followed approximately this out- 
lines 


7:30 The meeting was opened by John Frantz. Miss Dowden and Miss 
Sanders were introduced, and the over-all purpose of the pro- 
gram previews was explained, pointing out the joint contribu- 
tion of the three co-operating agencies. 


7:40 The meeting was turned over to Miss Sanders, who introduced 
the subject for the evening and presented the discussion 
leader. 


7:50 Film showing and group discussion 


8:50 John Frantz closed the meeting with a reminder of the next 
preview and pointed out that similar programs could be ar- 
ranged by any group on nearly any subject, using local and 
State Library resources, the Bureau of Information and Pro- 
gram Services, films from the University film library and 
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other sources, and using local discussion leaders. The role 
of the community library as a central point for program ma- 
terials and for locating and securing materials not available 
locally was stressed. 


The total registered audience for the series of four program 
previews was 65, An effort was made to have everyone register, but 
a few did not. Of this total, 36 were women and 9 were men. Thirty- 
three people attended only one preview, 7 attended 2, 2 attended 3, 
and 3 attended all 4. These attendance figures are probably not as 
valid an index of the success of the series as the record of the book- 
ings made for each program package and the total audience reached 
within the area group. The program packages were used as follows: 


Number of 
Program Package Bookings Audience 

Community Health 6 201 
Mental Health 9 607 
Safety 8 300 
Child Development a 200 
Total (excluding the 

preview audience) 26 1,308 


On March 12, 1958, an evaluation form was mailed to every par- 
ticipant who registered at any of the preview sessions. Answers to 
the question, "Check your personal opinion of the program preview 
in which you participated," are tabulated as follows: 


Very 
Interesting Good Dull 





1. Community Health (September 18) 


Choice of subject 2 4 
Choice of film 4 
Discussion leader 1 3 
Group discussion 4 
2. Mental Health (October 30) 
Choice of subject 2 2 
Choice of film 2 a p | 
Discussion leader 2 p 
Group discussion 1 1 1 
3. Safety (Jamuary 15) 
Choice of subject 4 1 
Choice of film 3 1 
Discussion leader 3 3 
Group discussion 2 2 
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Very 
Interesting Good Dull 





4. Child Development (February 26) 


Choice of subject 5 
Choice of film 4 at 
Discussion leader h 
Group discussion 4 2 


This question attempted to assess tne choice of subject area 
and format for the preview sessions. The general topic of health 
was originally chosen because of the agency interest and because 
of the feeling by Miss Dowden that this was an area of real concern 
to the community. In future efforts of this kind, a more valid 
topic might be arrived at by some analysis of the local community 
situation, current problems, etc. Pe.'sonal interviews with local 
governmental officials, church leaders, journalists, and organiza- 
tions would provide more accurate information with which to choose 
subject areas relevant to community needs. 


Another question on the evaluation form was aimed at discover=- 
ing the relative usefulness of the different kinds of material in- 
cluded in the program package. An attempt was made to have these 
responses relate to the use of the program within community groups, 
not during the preview program. 


Check your opinion of the usefulness of the materials with 
your group: 





Very Not 
Useful So-So Useful 
Film 9 
Discussion guide 6 1 
Pamphlet materials 6 2 
Reading list 2 3 1 


Thirteen participants said, "yes," they would like to have the 
program previews continue; none said, "no," and two did not answer. 
A more significant response was noted in answer to the question, 
"Would the materials be useful to your group without the preview 
session?" Eight said, "no," five said, "yes," and two did not 
answer. The eight "no" answers tend to indicate that the planning 
group was correct in assuming that it is insufficient simply to 
deposit program materials in a community. One of the implications 
for librarians is perhaps that films, like books, must be put to 
work effectively in a specific community situation if they are to 
be of real value, 


The new national standards for public library service incor- 
porate this idea in the principle that "the public library has a 
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positive program of guidance to individuals in the use of educa~ 
tional, informational, and recreational materials.” Standard 
Number 82 in the same document is directly related to this prin- 
ciple. “Each library system should guide and stimulate use of 
materials by personal consultation, lists of materials, instruc- 
tion in use of the library, displays, arrangement of the collection 
eeeby the whole range of library activities; the library should 
facilitate the use of materials by verbal, visual, or other inter- 
pretative means." 


It might be said that participation in the program preview 
project by the New Lisbon community library and the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission implemented, in part, the above standard for 
library service and, in addition, Standard Number 8, which notes 
that the public library provides services for groups and organiza- 
tions. Also, Standard Number 83 sugrests such specific library 
services to these groups as “assistance in program planning, coun- 
selling on resources, providing materials, lists, displays, films 
and other library materials related to group programs, providing 
speakers and discussion leaders from the library staff, and invit- 
ing groups to visit in the library and become informed about its 
services," 


Because the theme of the series and the topics for the in- 
dividual programs were selected rather arbitrarily, the three 
agencies were anxious to know what other subject areas would be 
of interest to the participants. One question on the evaluation 
form offered such a choice: "Which of the following subjects 
would be most interesting to your group as a program if materials 
were available?" Following is a tabulation of the responses: 


Agriculture 3 Home Management 6 
American History 1 Literature 

Art 1 Music iF 
Atomic Energy 1 Psychology 6 
Child Study 7 Safety 9 
Civil Defense 6 Science 5 
Conservation iF Travel 6 
Family 6 United Nations 2 
Government 1 U.S.-History 1 
Health 9 U.S.--Travel 5 


The evaluation form also asked participants to describe brief- 
ly their general feeling about the series. Two said nothing; other 
comments included the following: 


"Very interesting and inspiring. Based most of our PTA 
programs on subjects discussed that month. No definite 
program result but believe we ‘nudged’ our gathering 
into thinking." 
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"I like the idea. I believe individuals from a wider area 
would be interested in attending sessions of special in- 
terest for themece" 


"I think the series was very good and another year would 
have a better attendance." 


"Use of films has become one of the most effective tools 
for comunity education." 


"I saw three of the series and thought they were very in- 
teresting and thought-provoking. The one ‘Home Safety' was 
very interesting in so far as the discussion by the group 
was concemed, but I thought the film itself was very dull." 


"Excellent spirit by all participating" 


"The whole program of our PTA was centered around Health 
this year, and we obtained a film from you... The only 
thing that prevented us from attending the rest of the 
series was the distance to travel." 


"I wish this could be shown in 2 or 3 different places... 
Could the meetings be held at the county seat, Mauston, 

as it is more centrally located for the people of Juneau 
County? I feel there would be a much larger attendance 

at Mauston. However, I surely must add that the New Lisbon 
Public Library and surely Miss Ethel Dowden were absolutely 
tops in fulfilling their part of the program." 


"The general opinion was it was ‘old stuff’ but helped us 
realize our own conditions by bringing it to our minds 
once again. However, they didn't seem interested in read- 
ing on the subject." 


"The series brought to the attention of various community 
leaders the availability of the type of programs they might 
USCeee ecoecertainly encouraged people as to how they might 
function as discussion leaders," 


"I felt there might be value if the films could have been 
run through a second time. Especially since the films I 
viewed were so short," 


"We used the film on child development at our homemakers’ 

meeting this last week, and, even though many of the ladies 
do not have young children, they still thought it was in- 

teresting." 


"I am sorry that I did not attend more of them for what I 
observed of the discussion was very interesting." 
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On the basis of the evaluation returns and on the actual use 
made of the program packages (26 used; total audience, 1,308), the 
sponsoring agencies consider this experiment a moderate success. 
From the standpoint of the State Board of Health, the specific re- 
sults were: 


1. It let people in a rural county know about the services of our 
film library, 

2. It introduced them to our district staff and the services of 
the district office. 

3. It stimulated local interest in the use of films for adult 
education in health. 

he. It demonstrated to program leaders some techniques for using 
health films. 


Some of the results noted by the New Lisbon library and the 
Library Commission were: 


1. It promoted an awareness of the public library as a community 
resource offering services to groups, 

2. It demonstrated the library's concern with adult education us- 
ing audio-visual aids as well as books. 

3 It introduced the State library agency as having an active role 
in developing local library service. 

kh. It demonstrated the supplementary use of the book collection of 
the State library agency. 


A preliminary discussion about future film programing has been 
held by the representatives of the two State agencies. It is hoped 
that the series just concluded gave residents of the New Lisbon area 
enough guidance to available resources so that interested groups, 
working with the library, can build their own programs suited to their 
own needs and interests. It seems doubtful that repeating the same 
experiment in the same area would be worth while, 


On the other hand, it might be desirable to use the program pre- 
view idea in some other part of the State with some additional modi- 
fications. These possibilities suggest themselves: 


1. Incorporate the program preview idea with an ongoing community 
study where the content of the programs could be shaped to meet 
a recognized need. The pilot library of the Wisconsin Library- 
Community Project, the Shawano City-County Library, offers such 
an opportunity. 


2. Repeat the program preview idea, emphasizing area-wide coverage 
and conducting each preview in the series in a different com- 
munity. The area of Green Lake, Marquette, and Waushara Coun- 
ties, or the southwestern area of Grant, Crawford, Iowa, and 
Lafayette Counties, might be well suited to this approach, 
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3.e Using a larger community, attempt to have various community 
organizations or councils sponsor such a series themselves, 
calling upon the library only for resource material and, where 
necessary, for meeting space. 


4. Use the preview idea as one part of a community-wide film work- 
shop, demonstrating effective use of films, selecting and 
evaluating films, proper care, maintenance, and use of films and 
equipment, etc. 


Whatever the future use of the film program previews, the ven- 
ture has been a gratifying co-operative effort in improving the ef- 
fective use of 16 mm. films. The film medium has great potential 
in helping adults to learn and in providing information, recreation, 
end inspiration for all. The preview concept is surely neither the 
only nor the best method of introducing effective film programing 
to library users, and it can be greatly expanded and improved upon 
by any library concerned with better film usage. 
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FLASH!!! 
A Scholarship Program for 1958-1959 


Federal funds may be used for university graduate study in lie 
brary science and for DS 300, the Commission learned as this bulletin 
went to press. An amount of $,000 was proposed in the Commission's 
annual (1958-59) plan for use of federal funds for a maximum of 23 
scholarships. This proposal has been approved by the United States 
Office of Education. 


Three of the scholarships will be grants of $1,000 to each of 
three qualified applicants eligible for admittance to a graduate 
school of library science. These scholarships will be administered 
by the WLA's Scholarship Committee in a manner similar to the admine 
istration of the Ziegler Foundation Scholarship. 


In addition, twenty grants, of not more than $50 each, will be 
offered to qualified persons currently employed in rural libraries 
(serving 10,000 population or less) for use in completing the DS 300 
library science course offered by the Extension Division, University 
of Wisconsin. 


These scholarships are for the academic year 1958-59, Infor» 
mation on the graduate study scholarships will be disseminated by a 
special mailing in August. For full information on the grants for 
DS 300, write today to: S, Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, State Capitol, Madison. The recipients of these 
grants will be determined on October 2, 1958 by the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission. (For more information about DS 300 see page 266.) 


HHH H He 
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RECORDINGS IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Three Success Stories 
By 
Astrid Kunde, Lake Geneva 


Ruby Roeder, Beaver Dam 
Josephine Machus, Oconomowoc 





#73 = FILMS, RECORDINGS, AND PICTURES SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR 
USE OFF THE PREMISES. 


#92 - NONBOOK MATERIALS SHOULD RE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE COL- 
LECTION AND, WITHIN LIMI'S OF AVAILABILITY AND USEFUL- 
NESS, SHOULD BE PROVIDED TO THE SAME DEGREE OF RANGE AND 
INCLUSIVENESS AS BOOKS. 











The Lake Geneva Public Library owes the start of its circulate 
ing recordings collection to the generosity of the Lake Geneva Lions 
Club, which, in March, 1$49, presented the library with a radio- 
phonograph and a basic collection of standard and long-play records. 
This enabled the library to offer records for circulation and alsc 
to invite patrons to come into the library to hear their favorite 
recordings. The popularity of this service led to a need for a 
special room to house the phonograph and records and a place in 
which patrons could listen to records. Hence, the library board and 
the librarian included such a room in their plans for the new public 
library building, which was completed in 1954. The listening room in 
the new building is close to the circulation desk so that the li- 
brarian can supervise it easily, which is necessary in a small library 
with a small staff. 


The thirty albums in the original gift have now grown to a total 
of 411 recordings and include classical and light classical selections, 
light opera, children's musical and storytelling records, French and 
Spanish language records, and readings in great literature, The cir- 
culation of recordings has shown a steady growth, and an ever-increas- 
ing number of patrons enjoy listening to good music and other record- 

. ings in the library. 


Lake Geneva is a resort town, and its many summer patrons and 
visitors appreciate this service. The many college students who are 
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employed in the hotels and restaurants during the summer enjoy re- 
laxing and resting while listening to their favorite symphonies or 
operettas. "How good it feels," sighed one girl, a summer waitress 
for the first time, "to get your shoes off, your feet up, and just 
lean back and hear good music." Others listen to find music appro- 
priate for a specific occasion or purpose or to fill a special need. 
A father brought his family to hear the traditional Christmas carols. 
A volunteer voice teacher needed special music to help her in her 
work with handicapped children. A Girl Scout troop used both books 
and records together while working on a music appreciation badge. 
Sometimes the summer theater actors need background music for one 
of their productions. 


The library uses records also in its own activities. Story- 
telling records and music for games are used in story-hour programs. 
Both the radio-phonograph and recordings were used for an adult 
education course in music appreciation. Circulating records and 
providing a room where good recordings may be enjoyed is now a regue- 
lar part of the Lake Geneva Public Library's service to the com- 
munity. 


In 1951, the president of the Parent-Teacher Association Coun- 
cil of Beaver Dam asked the city librarian if there were anything 
they could get for the library that would be used by all the chil- 
dren in the community. (Each year, the PTA sponsored "Stunt Night," 
and the proceeds were spent on some project especially for the chil- 
dren.) The suggestion that a record collection would provide a new 
service for them met with her hearty approval. 


In February, 1952, the PTA Council voted to give the money de- 
rived from "Stunt Night" to the library to be used in purchasing a 
record player, earphones, and recordings. The first year, $328.2 
was presented, which covered the cost of the equipment and a few 
recordings. For three succeeding years, the money realized from 
this program was given to the library for the purpose of enlarging 
the collection. Over the four-year period, the money received 
amounted to $1,364.12. Because of lack of space, this new equipment 
was not in general use, except for the circulation of records, until 
January, 1955, after the library had been remodeled. 


The children's collection of recordings now has 225 single 
record and 51 albums. They include stories from favorite books, 
fairy tales, folk dances, activity and enrichment records. The 
record player is very popular after school and during vacations. 

The number of listeners over the three-year period since it has been 
available has totaled 4,548 children. 
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In 1953, a friend gave the library 150 albums of classical 
recordings, which was the beginning of our adult collection. To 
this has been added two language course albums, poetry and drama 
recordings, and examples of various types of popular music. 


As in all new library services, it takes time for the public 
to become aware of it. The circulation has varied from 12 to 705 
per year, with the children's department accounting for the greatest 
portion of it. 


Watching the children as they sit around the record player, 
listening very intently to a story, lightens the additional work 
required by this service and makes it all worth while. 





In answer to a much desired hope on the part of the library 
staff, back in 1953, the Parent-Teacher Association in Oconomowoc 
wanted to do something to memorialize a beloved teacher, who had 
taught grandparents, parents, and children throughout the years of 
her devoted service to the community. The PTA decided to give $25 
to the Oconomowoc Public Library to start a fund for developing a 
record collection. Former students, from all walks of life, includ- 
ing a priest celebrating his fiftieth anniversary in the priesthood, 
sent letters and checks donating money to carrying on this project. 

A library board member, who had bought a record player for himself, 
suggested that a similar one might be a good purchase for the library-- 
and our Webcor Hi-Fi is still being well used, as is the gift Columbia 
portable and the RCA 45 rpm player. 


In the spring of 195, the Pabst Foundation sponsored a concert 
by the MacDowell Club (of Milwaukee) in Oconomowoc, and the proceeds 
of the concert went to the library's record fund. An energetic and 
enthusiastic musician and friend of the library organized the ticket 
sales so that every house in town was approached, and, during the 
visit by the volunteer workers, a colorful flyer, with stick figures 
illustrating the various services and activities of the library, was 
left at every home. Four hundred and seventy-three dollars was added 
to the record fund from this concert, and the library's record col- 
lection was on its way. 


The library has been very fortunate to receive gift collections 
of 78 rpms, as well as a number of 5's and 33 1/3's. Our local record 
shop, where we buy most of our recordings, not only sells to the li- 
brary at a discount but also has donated many records. We buy mostly 
33 1/3's, some 5's, and some children's 78's, and the library is now 
purchasing some literature recordings on 16 rpm (including the complete 
New Testament). Many literature recordings are, of course, also on 
33 1/3 rpme 








260 


At the present time, our record collection numbers a little 
over 1,500 albums, and last year's circulation of record albums 
was ,933 (3,891 adult and 1,02 juvenile), and the use is growing 
daily. Because many of the standard works of composers have been 
given to the library, we have been able to purchase some of the 
"different" recordings that people are interested in hearing. 


Our community is quite music conscious since there is an ex- 
cellent music department in the schools. There are both adult and 
junior music clubs and night school music appreciation classes-=- 
all of which use the Music Appreciation and History of Music re- 
cordings. Our local choral group has one of its recordings in the 
library collection as part of the musical history of Oconomowoc, 
just as we have earlier recordings of city officials and "old- 
timers" reminiscing about Oconomowoc at the time of its centennial. 
French, German, Spanish, and Italian language lessons on records 
are in circulation constantly. The Great Books group listens to 
Dante's "Inferno," Shaw's "Don Juan in Hell," Euripedes' "Medea," 
or some Shakespeare, during or after the regular discussion. A 
nearby drama group and the local AAUW Play Reading group (meeting 
in the library) use Christopher Fry's "The Lady's Not For Burning," 
O'Casey's "Juno and the Paycock," or T. S. Eliot's "Murder in the 
Cathedral." Opera and show albums are consulted for tips on in- 
terpretation by singers in future productions in Oconomowoc, 
Waukesha, and Milwaukee. Families of the blind or the sick take out 
armloads of albums to re-create interests in the arts. Determined 
nine-year-olds have been seen staggering out, under the weight of 
several Beethoven symphonies (78 rpm). Den mothers, arriving with 
harried expressions on their faces, happily depart with Indian 
war chants and circus calliope music. The "Roaring Twenties" party 
will now be a success, in part because the "flapper" days are re- 
membered to the raucous strains of "Charlie, My Boy." Eight-year- 
old girls have also been found doing the Charleston in the Music 
Room, practicing for a competition with some little boys bent on 
doing the minuet. In addition to strange reference questions, li- 
brarians never know if they will hear a few notes whistled into 
their ear for identification, when picking up the telephone receiver. 
Show tunes are always popular, but so are operas and oratorios, 
ballet, band music, poetry, drama, and literature of various kinds, 
symphonies, instrumental music, folk music and folk tales, church 
and choral music, jazz, and even bird songs. Many people are ate 
tracted to the use of the library because of its music collection-- 
recordings, scores, and books and periodicals concerned with music 
and its composers, 


One of the most popular and rewarding programs the library 
ever had was the lecture-demonstration presented by Milton Webber, 
Director of the famed Waukesha Symphony Orchestra, who discussed 
the history of music from the time of the Gregorian chant to the 
present. He demonstrated his talk with selections from various 
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periods of music history, through recordings the library owns. We 
hope that more such programs can be offered in the future. 


Selecting recordings for a library can be a fascinating part 
of a librarian's work. There are many sources of information re- 
garding recordings--many more than can be mentioned here since a 
number of general magazines and newspapers now carry small sections 
devoted to reviewing records. The following we have found very use- 
ful (in addition to browsing through our local record shop): Satur- 


day Review, Library Journal, Notes (Music Library Aesociation, which 
compares with Book Feview eineae)» American Record Guide, Hi-Fidelit; 
Magazine, New Yor es, New York Herald Tribune, as well as Wastoet 


America, Musical Courier, Opera News, and Etude. Books such as 
Hi-Fi Record Annual, Music and Recordings by Crunfeld (Oxford), Good 
Listening by Darrell (Knopf), books by RKolodin and Hall, The Guide 
to Lon “Pra ing Records in three volumes (Knopf): Orchestral Music 
by Kolodin, Vocal Music by Phillip Miller, Chamber and Solo Instru- 
ment Music by Harold Schonberg are good guides, as are many of the 
books on music appreciation, Catalogs should also be checked, and 
another useful tool is the Children's Record Reviews (Woodmere, 
N.Y.), which is similar to the Kirkus Service. Lester Asheim's 

The Humanities and the Libr. is a good source of information con- 
cerning the use of socrdines in the library, and he brings up some 
of the problems of selection--proportion of recordings of various 
kinds, your musical goal for the collection, and the cataloging of 
recordings. Incidentally, the Music Library Association of the ALA 
now has their Code for Cataloging Music and Phonorecords, which gives 
much helpe 


























Our library buys the Music Appreciation records (Book-of-the- 
Month Club and RCA), many Folkways records (ethnic), the Columbia 
Literary series, and quite a few of the Angel recordings, which 
usually have a fine reproduction of sound. Of course, these are 
just a few of the many recordings available. 


Our first record player sat in the middle of the librarian's 
desk, could only be played during the noon music hour or holiday 
times; but our patrons wanted more and more music, and today we 
have a music listening room, a good-sized collection of various 
types of recordings, and happy patrons who often suggest record- 
ings they would like to see in the collection. Library patrons, 
in Oconomowoc, look to their public library to meet many of their 
musical neeas. 
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WHO USES THE LIBRARY? 


The Library-Community Project Finds Some 
Useful Ways of Identifying Library Users 


By 


Kenneth F. Duchac, Director, Library—Commnity Project 





#66 - OONTINUOUS AND PERIODIC STUDY OF ITS COMMUNITY SHOULD 
BE MADE BY THE LIBRARY IN ORDER TO KNOW PEOPLE, GROUPS, 
AND INSTITUTIONS THOROUGHLY, AND TO KEEP UP WITH DEVEL- 
OPMENTS AND CHANGES. 











Principle: The program of each public library should be focused 
upon clear and specific objectives. (p. 2h) 


Activity in the pilot library (Shawano City-County Library) 
during the first year of the American Library Association Library- 
Community Project in Wisconsin has been, largely, a fact-finding 
program. Both the community and the library have been scrutinized 
in self-studies aided by the project director, With an ultimate 
goal of "demonstrating improved quality of service on a county- 
wide basis," emphasizing services to adults, the project has used 
its energies and resources in assembling the facts that will help 
explain how the house was built and suggest remodeling possibili- 
ties. 


With a growing interest in and concern about the library's 
role in the community and its effectiveness in serving adults as 
individuals and in groups, the pilot library experience in certain 
processes is demonstrating some useful techniques to Wisconsin li- 
braries in this regard. This article is partly a progress report, 
but primarily an examination of techniques used in the library 
study, for the story of LCP to date is too large for a single issue. 
Just one phase of the library study is described at some length. 
It is directly tied to the principle from Public Libr Service 
— above as the Project itself is an implementation of Stand= 
ard 66. 


Perhaps one important reason some libraries feel insecure 
about how well they are serving adults is that their measurements 
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of who their adult patrons are and what use these patrons make of 
the libraries' materials are unsatisfactory. A number of methods 
for developing useful measurements have been tested in the pilot 
library. 7 


The first point (because it is easiest to discover)--Khat 
materials do adults use? ("Adults" is out-of-school adults, elabe- 
rated below.) Records of use of adult materials are available in 
almost every library; but what materials adults borrow is esnother 
storye 


This information was found in Shawano by separating book cards 
of all books borrowed by adults into a special pack in each day's 
circulation. These cards were tabulated daily into various fiction 
and nonfiction categories, with juvenile books tallied as a single 
item. (Quite a different record is made when the materials students 
borrow is excluded from the adult circulation count.) This process 
can be easily carried out for short periods of time at specified 
intervals. 


Sometimes disturbing, almost unbelievable evidence appears from 
this type of tabulation. In an LCP study in another state, it was 
discovered that a large percentage of the materials adults borrowed 
were light love stories. The librarian was astonished--could not be- 
lieve this was a true picture of library use. By making a check of 
materisls borrowed by each adult, it turned out that the people who 
borrowed light love stories were a fraction of total users; but these 
people borrowed in quantity, and the bulk of more selective readers 
took one or two good titles at a time, 


Through this process--clipping together cards of all books bor- 
rowed by one adult and tallying at the day's end--libraries can 
establish an actual count of borrowers during a day, 2s well as a 
check on percentage of patrons who borrow what types of msterials. 


This, then, is one measurement which can interpret circulation 
figures into more valuable and useful information. 


The second point--the matter of identifying adult users, For 
purposes of the LCP, a category labeled "Out-cf-School Adults" was 
the group studied. Through the study, it was concluded that this 
is a useful classification. It excludes full-time students and 
those adolescents many libraries classify as "adult" when they are 
mature enough to use the adult materials, i.e., when they "graduate" 
from the children's department. 


Since Shawano has used the age 16 as the dividing point for 
juvenile and adult classification, rearrangement of registration 
cards was necessary to separate and tally the out-of-school adults. 
(Adults when used hereafter will mean out-of-school adults.) It 
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is significant that this reclassification showed that on.y one- 
half of the previous adult classification were out-of-school adults. 


The quantity measurement is interesting, but it can be ampli- 
fied greatly with some additional study and by some educated guesses. 
The borrower fumishes a great deal of reasonably accurate informa- 
tion on his registration card. With simple tallies, a library can 
determine: 


1. Sex of borrowers--How many are male? female? 

2- Occupations--How many housewives, professional, clerical, 
service workers, etc.? 

3. Geographical distribution--How many live in each block, showe 
ing concentration or sparseness? 


Almost every library has a staff member who is thoroughly 
familiar with the people in the community--the one who has spent 
the better part of a lifetime in the home place. This is the 
person who can make the educated guesses to determine the age of 
borrowers. 


On the basis of the studies, the use of a sample was found 
to be accurate. Using a total of 1,100 cards, a sampling of 25% 
of the cards produced essentially the same results as the tally of 
the total in determining sex and age of borrowers. The technique 
used was to tally every fourth (25% sample) or fifth (20% sample) 
card through the entire file. 


In Shawano, this process disclosed new facts and reinforced 
assumptions of the library staff, It was found, for example, that 
7h% of adult borrowers were women; that 8% of borrowers in the 
labor force (census classification) were professional workers; 
that 60% of the borrowers are between 30 and 50 years of age; that 
borrowers live in all sections of the city with no great variance 
in number, block by block; that one-third of the borrowers live 
outside the city limits, etc. It was surprising to leam that 
about 20% of the adults in the city were library registrants. 
(Equally useful information can be developed by this type of study 
in any library.) 


Another dimension can be added to this profile of borrowers by 
a questionnaire filled out by patrons as they come to the building. 
It is possible to find why the borrower came to the library, how 
often he uses it, how long he has lived in the city or county, how 
long he has been using the library, years of school completed (an 
extremely useful figure), etc. 


The questionnaire used in Shawano asked all of these questions 
and provided such answers about adult borrowers as: 
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1. 52% have had some college education. 

2. Twoethirds have lived in the county more than ten years. 

3. 40% come to the library once a week or oftener. 

. 20% of adults come to the library to bring their children or to 
get books for their children. 


(Sample copies of the questionnaire are available from the Commission. ) 


This series of tabulations, then, identifies who the adult library 
users are. 





Just as a page of Chinese characters is meaningless to 2 person 
who does not read Chinese, so these data are virtually meaningless 
until they are handled by an interpreter, What is this interpreter's 
job? 


The job is one of comparisons--comparisons with U.S. census 
figures, with observations of well informed local citizens, with data 
about the community developed by various departments of State govern- 
ment and the University--and it is a job any good librarian can do. 


Here is a brief example of how these statistics take on meaning 
by comparison: 


Occupational Groups in Shawano 


Per Cent Per Cent 

of Library of Total 

vensus Category Borrowers Population 
Professional 48% 10% 
Managers, officials, etc. 6% 13% 
Operatives and kindred workers 2% 20% 


By comparison, the facts show that (a) the library is not used 
by a representative cross section of the occupational groups, (b) 
the library is serving a large percentage of professional people, 
(c) the library is not reaching a majority of operatives and managers. 
Many other assumptions about the characteristics of borrowers and 
nature of the service can be made from such figures. 


This is only a fragment of the picture of the borrowers. But 
the comparisons pose questions which, when answered, will indicate 
the reasons for change in programs or the justification for current 
activities, When the entire canvas is filled, reliable implications 
and directions for further development of service to adults emerge-- 
either for improving services to present borrowers or for reaching 
nonusers. 
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Identification of borrowers in this fashion is not new to many 
fields--literally hundreds of businesses carry on systematic studies 
of "users." The Time magazine profile of its readers is a familiar 
study of the type, and we are all aware of the market research 
activities in the advertising business, 


It is important that we have reliable information about our 
adult borrowers and about the materials they use, It is an essen- 


tial to developing programs, as Public Library Service says, 
"focused on clear and specific objectives." 

This, then, is « first step in casting a cold eye on our serv- 
ices to adults, It is a first report of what, it is hoped, are 
useful findings for all the libraries in this LCP grant State, 
Another absorbing story about citizens studying their own community 
is waiting to be told. The rest of the library study--the process 
of relating findings from studies of the borrowers, the use of 
materials anc the book collection, etc.--is a logical follow-up 
to this piece. The work of the State-Wide Advisory Committee to 
the ALA-LCP is proving productive and pacesetting. All of this 
lies ahead in coming months. 





As the pilot library and state-wide activities move into a 
new year in which actual programs are developed as a result of the 
studies, new experiences will add to what we need to know about 
making the library an effective and useful agency in the expanding 
adult education effort. 















DS - 300 


Introduction to Library Science 


The Extension Division, University of Wisconsin, 
announces tentative plans to offer the DS 300 course 
in 1958=59 in La Crosse, Madison, Wausau, Waukesha 
or Milwaukee and Green Bay or some other city in the 
Fox River Valley. s plan, however, depends upon 
the interest in the course in these areas, It is 
possible to change locations, or add locations, if 
demand for the course is indicated. | 








If you are interested in the course, write to: 
Roger E, Schwenn, Librarian and Assistant Profese 
sor of Extension, 209 Extension Building, Univer= 
sity of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. (For more 
information about DS 300 see page 256) 
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AN INTERAGENCY COUNCIL IN WAUSAU 


By 


Dorothea M. Krause, Wausau 





#68 = THE COMMUNITY RELATED LIBRARY SHOULD BE IN REGULAR 
TOUCH WITH OTHER AGENCIES, SHOULD BE INFORMED AT ALL 
TIMES OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THESE AGENCIES, AND SHOULD 
DESIGN ITS PROGRAMS IN RELATION TO THEIR SERVICES. 











One way for the public library to keep in touch with activities 
of other agencies in the community is to be a member of a council, 


In Wausau, an Interagency Council has been operating formally 
for two years. Prior to that time, it was on a more informal basis. 
Included in this small group is the director of the local University 
Extension Center, the director of the Vocational School, the county 
agricultural agent, the city librarian, and the librarian of the 
County Library. 


Monthly meetings (except during the summer months) are rotated 
among the group; thus, each gets to visit the home base of the 
others. The agenda, sometimes prepared beforehand from suggestions 
sent in, is kept brief. Meetings rarely go over the one-hour limit. 


Frequently, over a cup of coffee, co-operative planning is 
carried on. Plans for various classes, lectures, exhibits are dis- 
closed and suggestions are made as to how each member agency can 
tie in with the plans. We endeavor to avoid unnecessary duplication 
of effort by the several agencies and to utilize each agency to its 
fullest extent. 


Criticism which might be voiced at the duplication or overlapping 
of courses is avoided by gearing the subject matter to various levels. 
Por example, the Vocational School will offer a course in Effective 
Speaking. This constitutes basic public speaking. The Extension 
Center will also offer a course in public speaking, but it will be 
geared to management and executives. The library, in preparing book 
lists, will keep in mind both levels to which the courses are geared 
and offer both basic books as well as advanced work in the field of 
public speaking. Announcements of both courses will also be made 
through the libraries. 
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On occasions, guests are invited to sit in with the group. 
For example, the art supervisor of the local schools was asked to 
participate in the discussion of some art exhibits, classes, and 
activities, 


Occasionally, a problem arises which the group feels is of 
some importance but not in the jurisdiction of any one member of 
the group. Effort is then made to bring the matter to the atten- 
tion of other community groups believed to be more closely related 
to the problem. 


The Interagency Council, with its finger on the pulse of the 
community, is consciously aware of community needs and interests 
and helps to meet and fulfill them, 
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IN MEMORY 


The passing of Cora M, Frantz in June marks the end of an era 
in library service in Kenosha. Miss Frantz will be long remembered 
in Kenosha for her many years of devoted service. Like so many 
other dedicated women of her time, she was a pioneer in a new field 
whose worth was not always recognized until people like her slowly 
and carefully related it to the daily needs of the commnity. These 
people were, like Miss Frantz, usually women whose lives were cen- 
tered in the service they helped to establish and created standards 
for. For them the development of the public library was a personal 
expression of service, and for Miss Frantz that personaltie remained 
even after retirement. Among the high lights of Miss Frantz' career 
was the establishment of the branch system in Kenosha. When she re- 
tired in 1946, Kenosha had four branches in schools and one in a 
separate building, the West Branch, 


The late Cora M, Frantz was the second librarian of the Gilbert 
M. Simmons Library, serving as head librarian for 3 years. She was 
a member of the library staff from 1898 to 156, Miss Frantz was 
a member of many organizations, among them Delta Kappa Gamma, Quota 
Club, Business and Professional Women's Club, Wisconsin Library As-~ 
sociation, and American Library Association. 


Of the many tributes to her memory, one Miss Frantz would surely 
cherish is the book memorial, purchased by the present library staff 
for community use in the library. This includes a history of 
Kenosha and one of Wisconsin. Undoubtedly, the public library of 
the future will ciffer from that of Cora M. Frantz' day, but the 
philosophy of library service will not change. Dorothy Huth 
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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY WORKS WITH GROUPS 
By 
Edith M. Dudgeon, Wisconsin Rapids 





#83 - THE LIBRARY SHOULD HAVE THOROUGH AND UP-TO-DATE INFOR- 
MATION ABOUT ORGANIZATIONS IN ITS COMMUNITY, INCLUDING 
PERSONNEL, PURPOSES, AND ACTIVITIES. 


#8, - THE LIBRARY SHOULD SEEK TO BRING ITS SERVICES TO THE 
GROUPS AND ORGANTZATIONS IN ITS AREA. 











In Public Library Service; a guide to evaluation, with minimum 
standards (ALA, Tetey the two saetands listed above stand out as 
being particularly pertinent to the subject of the library's service 
to community clubs. The key word in Standard Number 8) is "seek," 
since this places the initiative in this matter squarely in the 
hands of the library. We cannot sit back and wait for clubs to 
come to us for help, but are expected to develop services with clubs 
in mind and then actively to offer those services to them. 


Last October, the Green Lake workshop on adult services dis- 
cussed at length this work with groups as an important part of li- 
braries' community services. One thing all workshop participants 
agreed upon--that their communities, which ranged in size from 
Fennimore to Milwaukee, were overorganized, that there were just 
too many clubs. Since clubs play such a large part in the business, 
educational, and social life of our towns, serving them can become 
a considerable responsibility for the public library, However, 
there are some quite simple things which can be done, even if the 
library is small and has limited resources and personnel. 


The first thing is to build a file of the organizations in the 
community showing each club's purpose, officers, and time of meeting. 
The sources for this information are easily at hand--clippings from 
the local newspaper, supplemented by consultation with the paper's 
society editor or with the Chamber of Commerce. Gaps in information 
obtained in this way can usually be filled in by a phone call or 
two to members of the groupe 


Another useful file is one showing speakers and resource people 
of the locality. Again newspaper clippings are a fine source of 








270 


information, and the librarian's knowledge of the community, its 
agencies, and its activities will suggest many residents with 
specialized knowledge of one kind or another. Among the regular 
library users, there may be those whose job experience or hobby 
interests have given them expert knowledge or skill. They may be 
happy to serve some organization in the capacity of speaker, panel 
member, or consultant. 


With basic information about the kinds of clubs and the special 
interests of the town, the library has a good start toward develop- 
ing its service to organizations. The next step is to examine the 
book collection to see what can be offered in the way of club help. 
There are many excellent books on club organization and management, 
and even the small library should have one of two of them. Parlia- 
mentary procedure is something club members are sure to ask about 
sooner or later, and again a number of good books are available, 
beginning with the indispensable Robert's Rules of Order. Knowing 
the interests of active clubs in the area is an aid in the library's 
selection of new books for purchase, 





With the growing use of 16 mn, films in club programs, libraries 
should be prepared to help in this field, too. Not all libraries 
will be able to build their own collection of films for loan, and 
indeed, in smaller communities,it would be wasteful to do so, even 
if funds were available. In Wisconsin, a number of libraries are 
served by the co-operative film circuit. Every library, with or 
without films of its own, can have on file the catalogs of the 
various film rental agencies for the use of their club patrons. Of 
first importance is the current catalog of the University of 
Wisconsin's Bureau of Audio-Visual Instruction, There are also the 
catalogs of commercial. film rental companies and the useful Educators 
Guide to Free Films, which can be purchased for a few dollars. 

8 @ is available from Educators Progress Service, Randolph, 
Wisconsin.) It may be helpful to make a survey of the community to 
determine where there are 16 mn. film projectors available for use 
by clubs. Encouraging the use of films for club programs means 
finding ways to tie them into books and other materials in order to 
make an interesting and well rounded meeting. Clubs can be aided in 
planning a film in the context of such program technics as panels, 
speakers, forums, etc. 


Having collected all this information and these materials, the 
next thing is to use them wisely in serving clubs. Some requests 
will come directly to the library. Program committees will come for 
ideas, and individual members will want help, either in choosing a 
topic or in developing an assigned subject. The librarian can sug- 
gest interesting fields of study for which adequate materials are 
availabie, or the names of good recent books to be reviewed, 


When the subjects for study have already been determined, the 
library will be asked to furnish pertinent material from books, 
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magazines, pamphlets, or films. It may be helpful to the club and 
good business for the library to prepare a book list on the subject 
under study and have copies duplicated for the use of the club. 

This is particularly helpful if several meetings are to be devoted 

to one subject. Sometimes, too, a small book display can be arranged 
for a meeting. 


Besides using the library's own resources, make the club aware 
of other sources of information they may not know about--interlibrary 
loans, related films, the services of the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission's Traveling Library Department and the University of Wiscon- 
sin's Bureau of Information and Program Services, and local specialists 
who may be available for consultation or as speakers. The library 
should be a sort of clearinghouse for information on all these matters. 


And having done all these things, it is important to tell people 
what resources the library has and what services it can offer then. 
Standard Number 8 of Public Library Service says, "The library should 
SEEK TO BRING ITS SERVICES to groups and organizations in its area." 
This surely means that, having prepared itself to serve, the library 
should use all the means at its disposal to publicize its services to 
clubs--by letters to the presidents or program chairmen, by news 
articles in the paper, by radio spot announcements, by posters and dis- 
plays, by word of mouth, and by any other way that may be suitable to 
the circumstances. 


Under Standard Number 8 in Public Library Service, it is noted, 
"The public library may sponsor or co-sponsor group activities within 
the framework of its own program." This matter of library-sponsored 
groups has been written and spoken about so much that some libraries 
feel they are failing in their duty if they do not have at least one 
such group} It is certainly something most libraries will want to 
think about seriously, but the standard says, "MAY sponsor," which 
apparently recognizes the fact that some of our overorganized towns 
do not need another organization, or perhaps a library-sponsored pro- 
gram. 





In considering the possibility of forming a new group, there are 
several things the library might consider. The first is to examine the 
programs of other community agencies and of already existing groups to 
determine if the need in question is already being met. Duplication 
of effort is a waste of time, money, and energy. Then it is well to 
remember how busy even interested people are. Sometimes the individuals 
who would most enjoy a particular library-sponsored group are the very 
ones who would have the most difficulty finding time for additional 
meetings. If the need for a new group exists am if its potential 
members are sufficient in number, the library may wish to consider 
* cosponsorship with another agency, provided there is a suitable one 
in the community. Combining the resources and skills of two agencies 
may produce successful results on a job which looks a little too big 
for the library to take on by itself, 
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The value of special short-term study and discussion groups 
should not be overlooked. The public library has become so closely 
associated in people's minds with Great Books and American Heritage 
that it is sometimes assumed that any library-sponsored group must 
be a permanent one which goes on year after year. This is not 
always the case, and a short series of study sessions on a specific 
subject or a current problem may serve a very real community need. 


Whatever a library decides to do about its work with local 
clubs, it will find that service to groups and service to individuals 
supplement each other. Also, each is excellent publicity for the 
other. A person who has never used the library personally may dis- 
cover the value of its services through its aid to an organization 
to which he belongs. And,on the other hand, one who has had the 
library help with his own interests and hobbies may naturally turn 
to it when club responsibilities are his. 


The popularity of clubs of all kinds seems to indicate that 
America is very much a nation of joiners. Since this is the case, 
the public library will want te join in too, doing 2]1 it can to 
make the clubs of its community successful and rewarding experiences 
for their members. 
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SOURCES OF INCOME FOR 
WISCONSIN PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN 1956 


According to the 1956 annual reports from 262 public libraries 
in Wisconsin, a total income of $5,311,389 was received for public 
library service. This amount includes the 1956-57 fiscal year ap- 
propriation for the Wisconsin Free Library Commission and a grant 
to the Commission from the Federal Government under the provisions 
of the Library Services Act. This figure does not include approxi- 
mately $331,000 which public libraries did not spend from receipts 
of 1955, but which was available for library service in 1956, This 
was not included because the source could not be determined from 
the annual report forms. The various sources of income for Wisconsin 
public libraries in 1956, including the amounts and percentages of 
each source, are as follows: (1) city or village appropriations, 
$4,655,629, 87.55%; (2) county appropriations, #198, 402, 3.723 
(3) township appropriations, $35,142, 267%; (li) school district 
appropriations, $63,375, 1.19%; (5) other, $185,080, 3.8% (this 
item includes fines, fees, rentals, gifts, trusts, endowments, and 
income from trusts, endowments, vod (63 state appropriation for 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, $133,171, 2.51%; and (7) 
— grant to the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, $0,000, 
07 She 
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WRITTEN LIBRARY OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 





#6, - EACH PUBLIC LIBRARY SHOULD ADOPT A WRITTEN STATEMENT OF 
CLEAR AND SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES. 


#65 - THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE SHOULD BE REVIEWED PERIODICAL- 
LY AND, IF NECESSARY, REVISED IN THE LIGHT OF NEW DEVEL- 
OPMENTS. 











These two service standards were discussed by Mrs. Edna Holland, 
Antigo (Wisconsin Valley), and Dorothy Huth, Kenosha (Rock River Valley). 
In both cases, the librarians told of the development in recent years 
of written policy statements, bylaws, etc., for the guidance of the li- 
brarian and the board. Both Mrs. Holland and Miss Huth emphasized the 
importance of the statements as an orderly and efficient administrative 
practice which they have found most helpful. 


In both Antigo and Kenosha, the statements include objectives of 
the library, general guide lines for book selection, functions and 
responsibilities of the library board and of the librarian, personnel 
policies governing the s $ vacation, sick leave, salaries, working 
conditions, retirement benefits, etc., use of library facilities, eege, 
hours open, loan period, fines and rentals, etc. 


In Kenosha, it was explained, the chairman of the board appoints 
consultants from its membership for each main field of service to act 
as advisor and assistant to the librarian in his particular field, 
@ege,y there are Financial, Personnel, Buildings and Grounds, Books and 
Materials, and Library Extension consultants, These board member con- 
sultants do not act in an executive or administrative capacity, but 
they do perform a valuable advisory function,which Miss Huth declared 
most helpful to her. 


Neither librarian felt the document adopted by her library 
board was necessarily a model for others for, they said, 
each librarian and library board should work out statements 
most appropriate to their particular local library opera- 
tion. 
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LOCATION OF DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 
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# In 195), # combined meeting of the Second District Library Associ- 
and the Rock River Valley District Library Association was held at 
Cudahy. 

4 The 1959 meeting place for the Rock River Valley District Library 
Association will be either Delevan or Elkhorn, the final decision 


to be made at a later date. 
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IN AND OUT OF THE COMMISSION OFFICES 


By S. Janice Kee, Secretary 
(Written on July 10, 1958) 


Conferences. The eight district association conferences have been 
held since my last report to you.e The Commission was represented 

at all of these meetings, and, since they are fully reported in this 
issue of the Bulletin, I will only add that we certainly enjoyed 
this two weeks' period of travel around the State to discuss library 
service with you. The over-the-coffee-cup greetings and introductions 
and between-meetings conversations are not to be overlooked as a 
valuable part of these association meetings. Although the date of 
the 1959 meetings has not been set, we do know the place, and li- 
brarians and board members should plan to attend the regional con- 
ference next spring. 


A great deal of time of the Secretary and Consultant staff was 
spent in preparation for the Governor's Conference for Library Board 
Members, June 19-20, This was a very fine conference} We wish many 
more board members had found it possible to be present. As you know, 
a conference packet of reading materials was prepared for every li- 
brary in the State. Many libraries were not represented at the con- 
ference. The packets for the absent libraries will be delivered by 
Public Library Consultants to boards, preferably in meeting, in order 
to give the Consultant an opportunity to discuss the conference and 
the program notes in the packet. The Public Library Consultants of 
the Commission staff would like to hear from board presidents or 
librarians as to when the board holds its regular meetings and when 
it would be most convenient for the Consultant to meet with the boerd 
and report the conference to them. 


Wisconsin Free Libr Commission Meeting. A regular meeting of the 
Commission was held on June 5. ix members were present. The state- 
ments, Financing Public Libraries in Wisconsin and Book Services of 
the Travelin Tibrs (published in this Bulletin) were approved as 
submitted by the Secretary. Approval was also given to a revised 
plan of the Milwaukee Public Library, calling for a grant of $38,700 
of federal funds, to be used exclusively for bookmobile service to 
rural areas of Milwaukee County. These areas will be under contract 
with Milwaukee Public Library for book service. The grant was made 
in June; the bookmobile is on order, and it is anticipated that this 


first localized project, made possible by federal funds under the 
Library Services Act, will get under way before January 1, 1959. 





Wisconsin Arts Foundation and Council, Inc. On June 2, the Board 
of Directors and the members of the Steering Comnittee (representing 
the fields of architecture, crafts, creative writing, dance, drama, 
filmic arts, music and painting, sculpture, graphic and plastic arts) 
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met at the home of Mrs. B. C. Ziegler, West Bend, a member of the 
board. This corporation is still in the process of perfecting its 
organization and formulating purposes and plans. The next annual 
meeting, which should be of interest to librarians, has been set 
for September 25. Watch for details of this meeting. 


Joint Committee on Education. Both the Commission and the Wisconsin 
Library Association are members of this counciltype organization, 
which meets in Madison once a month. I have agreed to serve as 
Secretary and Treasurer of JCOE in 1958-59, One of the first projects 
of the group is cosponsorship of a lecture on the high school in 
Wisconsin by James B. Conent in Madison on October 20, 





Staff. As in most libraries, it is vacation and summer conference 
time with the Commission staff, Elizabeth Burr, Dorothy Naughton, 
and I will attend the annual conference of the American Library As- 
sociation in San Francisco, July 13-19. John C. Frantz will partici- 
pate again in the program of an audio-visual institute at Syracuse 
University and visit the Rochester-Monroe County Library system in 
connection with his vacation trip to New York State. Ruth P. Swenson 
and Kenneth Duchac will work on adult book selection at the A. C, 
McClurg Book Conference in Chicago, August lh-15. This will follow 

a three-day American Library Association Library-Community Project 
orientation meeting in Chicago in which Kenneth will have program 
responsibilities. Ione Nelson will have her vacation, she says, en- 
joying the new home she and her mother have bought in Madison. 


Mrs. Honora Baird, Library Assistant, who had been on the Com- 
mission staff about 16 years, retired July 1, 1958. Taking her 
place at the circulation desk is Mrs. Evelyn Evert. Paul C,. Cors, 
Library Assistant, will leave the Traveling Library on September 1 
to enter Rutgers University Graduate School of Library Service. 


WLA Conference in Racine. The Commission will be well represented 
at this conference, and we will have an exhibit. We are looking 
forward to seeing many of you there$ 





eH HH H 
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BOOK SERVICES OF THE TRAVELING LIBRARY 


{Book services of the Wisconsin Free Library 

Commission are authorized in 43.09(3) and 46.16 

of the Wisconsin Statutes. This statement of 

policy, with procedure included, was approved 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 

June 5, 1958.--S. J. Ke) 





BASIC POLICY. The Wisconsin Free Library Commission accepts its 
Legal responsibility for helping Wisconsin residents in their com- 
munities to get together to study, discuss, and plan for the estab- 
lishment, direction, and improvement of public libraries. To dis- 
charge this responsibility, the Commission aims to put its book col- 
lection to work in order that it will produce "the greatest good for 
the greatest. number" of Wisconsin citizens, 


Until such time as every individual has his reading needs fully 
met in his own community, the Treveling Library will continue to lend 
books and other materials. 


The Traveling Library will use its books 

--to develop interest in establishing public libraries where 
none exist 

--to develop interest in books and reading through libraries 

--to supplement the resources of local public libraries 

--to supply specialized information in answer to inquiries 

--to provide bibliographic services 

--to facilitate interlibrary loans 


In its further development, the Traveling Library book collection 
will »e strengthened by conscious emphasis on adding materials not ap- 
propriately held in community libraries. 

TRAVELING LIBRARY BOOK LOANS 


TYPES OF LOANS. Book loans are of several types as follows: 





1, Author-title requests 
in response to requests for specific books, the books requested 
will be loaned if available. 





2. Subject requests 
in response to requests for materials on special subjects or for 
hard-to-find information, materials will he loaned if available, 





3. Collection requests 
In response to requests for loans of larger quantities of books, 
collections will be loaned if available. 
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Collections are of several types, as follows: 


ae Developmental Collection 
The Developmental Collection is a carefully selected col- 
lection of books designed to (1) supplement inadequate col- 
lections in existing libraries, or (2) encourage the estab- 
lishment of public libraries in communities where none exist, 

Top priority for making the Developmental Collection loan 

is assigned to areas where there is evidence of co-operative 
effort in developing library systems (federation of libraries, 
county or multicounty; improving the quality of service on a 
—— basis; contractual service from urban to rural 
areas). 

b. Exhibit Collection 
The Exhibit Collection is a special group of books loaned for 
a definite exhibit purpose. It is essentially the same as a 
developmental loan except that the books do not circulate. 


ce Book Grant Collection 
The Book Grant Collection is a specially selected, large 
number of books granted in accordance with the Wisconsin 
State Plan for the Further Extension of Public Library Serv- 
ices to Rural Areas, The book grant mst be applied for in 
a locally sponsored proposal and plan submitted to the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 


CATEGORIES OF BORROWERS. Books are loaned to institutions, groups, 
and individuals in the following seven categories. Type of loan 
availavle to each category is also listed, 


1. Public libraries 
types of loans and collections 


2. State hospitals and institutions and departments of State govern- 
ment 





a. Author-title requests 
be Subject requests 
d. Developmental collection 


3. Individuals employed by the State of Wiscons.n 





a. Author-title requests 
b. Subject requests 


he Communities without established public libraries 





a. Developmental Collection 
be Book Grant Collection 
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S. Individuals without public library service 





& Authoretitle requests 

b. Subject requests 

e. Exhibit Collection for the specific purposa of promoting the 
establishment of a community library 


6 Schools in communities without public library service 





a. Author-title requests 
b. Subject requests 


7. Camps in areas without public library service, giving priority to 
nonprofit camps 








a. Author-title requests 
be Subject requests 


TRAVELING LIBRARY LOAN PROCEDURES 


LOAN PERIOD. As a general rule, the loan period for books and other 
materials is four weeks, There are, necessarily, exceptions to this 
rule. Exceptions are as follows: 


le In response to a subject request, a maximum of 25 books may be 
borrowed by a one-room school for a three-month period. 


2. Developmental Collections will be loaned for three months or 


longer, depending upon the purpose of the loan as stated in the 
Spelisetion for the collection. 


3e Collections made up of gift books and duplicate copies of books 
no longer in demand at the Traveling Library will be loaned for 
an indeterminate period. 


4. Books for group reading circulate for 1) days. 





5. Interlibrary loans vary from three days to three weeks, depend- 
ing upon the restrictions imposed by the lending agency, Also, 
University of Wisconsin material is subject to immediate recall 
if needed for reference use by students. 


NUMBER OF BOOKS LOANED. As a general rule, individuals may borrow 
no more than five books at one time. Exceptions to this rule will 
be made only with the approval of the Director of the Traveling 
Library. 


POSTAGE CHAR%#S. The Traveling Library pays outgoing postage on 
packages cor.';ining less than 12 books. The patron pays the return 
postage. 
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The patron will be billed for postage, outgoing and return, on 
packages containing more than 12 books, 


RENEWALS. After July 1, 1958, loans will not be renewed. 





OVERDUES. When books and materials are not returned on the date due, 
an overdue notice will be sent promptly. 


LOST BOOKS. Whenever a book is declared lost, the borrower is held 
responsible for remitting to the Wiscons’» Free Library Commission 
the list price of the book. 


DAMAGED BOOKS. If a damaged book can be repaired easily by the 
Traveling Library, there will be no charge to the patron. 


If a book is damaged beyond simple repair and use, the borrower 
is held responsible for remitting to the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission the list price of the book. 


eee eH 


THE TRAVELING LIBRARY CHANGES ITS BOOK LOAN PROCEDURE 
ACCORDING TO POLICY ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION 


By S. Janice Kee 





#28 - THE STATE AGENCY SHOULD BUILD UP A COLLECTION OF AND 
LEND TO LOCAL LIBRARIES MATERIALS WHICH ARE NOT APPRO- 
PRIATELY HELD WITHIN THE SYSTEMS. 


#94, THE LOCAL LIBRARY IN EACH COMMUNITY STANDS AS THE FIRST 
AND CONVENIENT RESOURCE FOR ALL READERS, BOOKS AND 
OTHER MATERIALS USED REGULARLY SHOULD BE IN THE COLLEC- 
TION OF EACH COMMUNITY LIBRARY. 











As you study the Commission's statement, The Book Services: of 
the Traveling Library, beginning on page 278 of this Bulletin, you 
-will realize that the principle and standards quoted above have been 
observed in formulating this policy, which will guide the Commission 
staff in building the Traveling Library book collection, as well as 
govern the loan of the books, 
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The issuance of this Commission policy statement means there is 
need for all library boards and librarians in the State to understand 
that they must assume responsibility for serving the people of the 
community in which the library is located. If the local book col- 
lection does not meet the community's needs, the Library Commission 





will try to supplement it, but the community librarian must handle 
the patron's request. The patron mus throu s loca rar 
if thers is one, to receive material from the State Library Commis- 
sion's Traveling Library. 








Many librarians will remember that five years ago the Traveling 
Library sent out a questionnaire that asked, "How do you, the li- 
brarian, wish the Traveling Library to respond when patrons in your 
community write to the Traveling Library for material?" The answers 
fell into many categories, and many librarians did not answer the 
question at all, As a result, the Traveling Library staff has at- 
tempted to administer a very cumbersome circulation system that has 
not been satisfactory either to them or to many librarians and patrons. 
There were too many “special cases," too much confusion and loss of 
time on the part of staff members, too much bookkeeping, and too much 
indication of the lack of acceptance of local responsibility. The 
Traveling Library will discontinue all "special cases" and adhere to 
its clear-cut policy of (1) serving directly only those individuals 
who do not have free access to a public library, and (2) serving 
existing public libraries. (See Categories of Borrowers in the 
policy statement, Book Services of the Traveling Library. 





Hereafter, when an individual living in a community where there 
is a public library writes directly to the Traveling Library for 
materials, he will receive the following message: 


"We have received your request of (date). According 
to our records, you have a public library in your commnity, 
aad, since the Traveling Library serves the public library 
and individuals without library service, we must ask you to 
uss your local public library. If the material is not avail- 
eble there, please ask the library to refer your request 
to us." 


The Commission and the staff believe this book-loan procedure, in 
the long run, will be more satisfactory to all concerned and will 
contribute to the achievement of objectives set forth for the Travel- 
ing Library in the basic policy. Your co-operation in implementing 
the Book Services of the Traveling Library policy will be greatly ap- 
preciated. 


ett et & 
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FINANCING PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN WISCONSIN 


[Due to an increasing number of requests to the 
Commission for advice on how to charge nonresi- 
dents for public library service, the Commission 
approved this statement on June 5, 1958.--S. J. Ke] 


The following principles are taken from A Statement of Principles 
and Policies to be Observed in Deciding Where and When Federal Grants 
Will be Made For the Further Extension of Public Library Services to 
Rural Areas, adopted by the Commission on June 6, 1957: 











"All the people served by a library system should pay their 
proportionate share of the cost of such service." 


"When larger and special libraries are drawn into public li- 
brary systems, equitable financial provisions should be made 
to put their contribution on a legal and business basis." 


These principles are reflected in the Wisconsin Statutes (13.30) 
and subsequently in the three types of library operations included in 
Wisconsin's State Plan For the Further Extension of Public Library 
Dervices to Kural Areas, namely, (1) establishing county or mlti- 
county libraries, (2) developing federations of libraries by contract, 
and (3) developing contractual library services from urban libraries. 











In carrying out Wisconsin's library development program and, at 
the same time, observing these principles regarding financial sup- 
port, it becomes necessary to consider some of the ways all the people 
served "pay their proportionate share of the cost" and how this 
"equitable financial provision" can be calculated. 


Workable methods of figuring costs, listed in approximate order 
of decreasing desirability, are as follows: 


1. The two principles cited above are most effectively observed in 
county-wide or multicounty libraries organized under 13.25 and 
43.33 of the Wisconsin Statutes. Such organization provides 
financial support from the entire county or multicounty area and 
offers free public library service to every resident. A milti- 
county board is authorized in 43.26 (4). The establishment of 
county or multicounty libraries is a highly favored pattern cf 
library development in all parts of the United States where 
county government exists. 





- 2. The closest approximation to the most desirsble method of over- 
all county support would be to include the newly served area in 
the taxing district of the existing urban library. This could 
be accomplished by calculating the library's share of the tax 
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levy on the equalised valuation within the area supporting the 
urban library and applying this levy to the evaluation of the 
political subdivision(s) to be served. Such a method would 
yield a level of support equal to that provided by the city in 
exchange for the extension of public library service of approxi- 
mately equal quality. 


Where circumstances make such a financial arrangement impractic~ 
ble, several less desirable but workable methods are possible. 
The more important of these are as follows: 


Calculation of the amount per capita spent by the urban library 
per year and applying this figure to the population of the con- 
tracting municipality, billing the appropriate governmental unit. 


Calculation of the unit cost per borrower's card held by resi- 
dent users of the urban library. A gross cost can be arrived 

at by dividing the totel annual expenditures by the number of 
active borrowers’ cards, This "card cost" would then be mlti- 
plied by the number of nonresident cards issued and annual bill- 
ing made to the appropriate governmental unit. 


Caleulating the cost per item circulated, by dividing the total 
annual library expenditures by the total annual circulation, or 
some reasonable variation of this method. 


Apportioning among the existing libraries of a county or area 
a lump-sum appropriation made by the county board or by other 
governmental units represented in the area. This method has 
the virtue of demonstrating the awareness of county-level 
government of its responsibility for supporting rural library 
eervice. From an administrative point of view, however, this 
is money unwisely spent which often tends to perpetuate sub- 
standard service from small, separate libraries with no real 
abi“ ity to carry on an extension progran. 


Any method of arriving at a unit cost or a "nonresident fee" 
which is assessed against the individual borrower rather than 
against his local governing unit. This highly undesirable 
procedure is in direct conflict with the American tradition 
of free public library service for all of the people. 


HHH HS 
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WOULD GREATER CO-ORDINATION AMONG THE LIBRARIES 
IN THIS AREA HELP US TO ACHIEVE 
OUR GOAI.S MORE FULLY? 


A Discussion Guide With Suggested Readings 


Statements From Public Library Service 





le 
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6. 


7. 
8. 
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"Achieving standard library facilities presents special diffi- 
culties in small cities, scattered suburbs, towns, villages, 

and rural areaSeee. Yet the need for and ability to use library 
service..eare no less in the suburb and country than in the 
city." (p. 6) 

"Two clear and significant characteristics of present day life 
open the way for a solution to the problem: modern transporta- 
tion and communication, and co-operstion among units and levels 
of government." (pp. 6-7) 

"Libraries working together, sharing their services and materials, 
can meet the full needs of their users. This co-operative ap 
proach on the 2 


© Pe 
"libraries are...urged to band together formally or informally, 
in groups called 'systems.' In such systems...large and small 
libraries in natural areas work together to make a wide range 
of library materials and services readily available to all 
residents." (pe. 7) 
"The development of systems of libraries does not weaken or 
eliminate the small community library. On the contrary, it 
yon, alg peal and its users greatly expanded resources. 
eco Pe 7 
"The central library should provide..." (p. 15) 







--a comprehensive collection of library materials (p. 15) 
--nonprint materials of commnication (p. 15) 

--information and bibliographic tools (p. 15) 

--a staff that includes special professional personnel (p. 15) 


"Backing up the library system...are resources and agencies at 
the state level." (p. 8) 

"When larger and special libraries are drawn into library systems, 
equitable financial provision should be made to put their contri- 
bution on a business basis." (p. 20) 

"A library system provides the varicus joint services and activi- 
tiesee." (p. 16) 


--reciprocal borrowers’ privileges (p. 16) 
--interlibrary loans (p. 16) 

--a union catalog (p. 16) 

--co-operative materials evaluation and selection (p. 16) 
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--centralized purchasing (p. 16) 

--centraLized cataloging (p. 17) 

--referral of information inquiries from cormunity libraries 
oe —— agency when they cannot be answered localiy 
\Be 17 

-regular and frequent exchange of materials (p. 16) 

--guidance and assistance from the specialized professional 
personnel (p. 17) 

=-development of uniform lending policies and procedures (p. 16) 


Additional Resource Material 


copper ary Practices Among Public Libraries, PLD Reporter Noe 5. 


8 e é 

cocperstive Film Services in Public Libraries, by Patricia Cory 
an olet Hyer. 9 e Pe 

Contracts and Agreements for Public Library Service, PLD Reporter 
No. « r) 9306 Lope 











Questions for Discussion (The chairman may have other questions 
based on his own knowledge of the area.) 





1. Would co-operation over a larger area than that now served by 
your library alone help you to achieve higher standards? 

2. If your area were to develop a co-ordinated system of libraries, 
what benefits wuld you particularly like to plan for your com- 
munity? 

3e Which of the various joint activities made possible by such a 
system seem most desirable at this time? which seem imperative? 
unnecessary? 

4. Which of the features listed as characterizing a central library 
already exist in the area? Which of these can be built upon, 
an? which would need to be developed? 

Se wWiist do you believe should be the next steps for this area to 
tes in planning together for better library service’ 


Work Sheet for Participants (The chairman may wish to close the 
discussion by aistribating this sheet or by making other suggestions 
for homework appropriate to the area.) 


1. List the different alternatives in organization that you believe 
should be explored by your area group in planning a co-ordinated 
library system, including the possible usefulness of the county 
library committee and the resource people who might be called 
upon for advice and guidance, 

2. List the libraries in your area with which co-operative activities 
might be carried out, and suggest specific library activities 
which might be co-ordinated with each. 


HRM SE 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEWS 


Mrs. Ethel M. Brann, Lake Geneva, President 


1958 Annual Convention Plans. Plans are under way for the 67th an- 
nual convention of the Wisconsin Library Association, which will be 
held in conjunction with the 5th annual conference of the Wisconsin 
~ tad Trustees Association in the Racine Public Library, September 
28-306 





The active Professional and Personnel Problems Committee of the 
WLA has promised a stimulating program for the first meeting of the 
convention on Sunday afternoon, September 28. Following this program, 
there will be a reception, and all guests will nave an opportunity to 
tour the new Racine Public Library. 


On Monday evening, September 29, Dan Lacy, Managing Director, 
American Book Publishers" Ssanet Inc., New York City, will give 
the keynote address on the general convention theme, "The Importance 
of Books and Reading." 


On Tuesday afternoon, September 30, Lester E. Asheim, Dean, 
Graduate Library School, University of Chicago, will moderate a 
symposium. 





Arthur Rahn, A. C. McClurg & Company representative and member 
of the WLA Exhibit Committee, says plans are progressing for the 
breakfast which the exhibitors will sponsor for librarians, trustees, 
and friends of libraries on Tuesday morning, September 30. 





In addition to the program features which have already been men- 
tioned, the various sections of WLA are busy making plans for their 
special sessions. 


The Ziegler Foundation Scholarship for 1958-59, Mary Ann Mulligan, 
yansavitie, has been awarded the Wester Foundation Scholarship of 
$1,000 for the academic year 1958-59, Miss Mulligan is graduating 
from the University of Wisconsin in August and will enter the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin Library School in September. The winner of the 
scholarship has maintained a 3.1 grade-point average while working 
her way through the University the past four years, 


The Scholarship Committee of the WLA who selected Miss Mulligan 
unanimously from among eight candidates for this award is composed 
‘ of Chairman Frances Clark, Librarian, Beloit Public Library; Rachel 
Schenk, Director, University of Wisconsin Library School; H. Vail 
Deale, Director, Beloit College Library; S. Janice Kee, Secretary, 
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Wisconsin Free Library Commissions; and Katherine J. Flynn, Librarian, 
Shorewood Public Library. 


The Ziegler Foundation Scholarship requires that the recipient 
be e resident of Wisconsin, qualified for admission to an accredited 
school of library science, ready to attend such a school during the 
academic year 1958-59, and willing to accept a position in a public 
library in Wisconsin for one year following the completion of the 
one vear of training for professional librarianship. 








Looking Ahead to National Library Week--1959, National Library Week, 
under is sponsorship of the Wattone? Book Committee, Ince, in co- 
operation with the American Library Association, will take place again 
in 1959, the dates to be April 12-18, The ALA Committee for National 
Library Week will continue to establish policy and operational pro- 
cedures. From last year's experience, it was decided that the state 
committee structure should be as flexible as the states desire but 
that a single committee, rather than the two committees (librarian 
committee and citizen committee) which operated last year in most 
states, is preferable. 


The ALA Committee on National Library Week has suggested: 


1. That there be a single state citizens comittec, composed of lay 
people and librarians, with a layman (a nonlibrarian) as chairman 


2. That the state library association, working closely with and 
utilizing the resources of the state library agency, again be 
the responsible organization anda the base for operations within 
the state 


3. That the state library association president name a librarian as 
Ex:eutive Director for National Library Week within each state 


H. Vail Deale, Director, Beloit College Library, has consented 
to serve as Executive Director for National Library Week in Wisconsin. 
Mr. Deale,in co-operation with the Wisconsin Library Association and 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, will have the job of planning 
and promoting the execution of the program for the celebration of 
National Library Week in our State, 


Hee % & 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION NEWS 


Bemice Minarik, Menasha, Secretary—Treasurer 
(Written on July 1, 1958) 





GOVERNOR'S CONFERENCE FOR LIBRARY BOARD MEMBERS 


Program participants, 1. to re, standing: Roy C. Millar, 
Wauwatosa, President, Wisconsin Library Trustees Associa- 
tion; Mrs. Grace T. Stevenson, Chicago, President, Adult 
Education Association of the U.S.A., and Deputy Executive 
Secretary, American Library Association. Sitting: Hilda 
Cavanaugh, Baraboo, Chairman, Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission; Harold F,. Brigham, Indianapolis, Indiana, Direc- 
tor, Indiana State Library; and S,. Janice Kee, Secretary, 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 


Sixty-one Wisconsin communities and the States of Illinois, 
- Indiana, and Michigan were represented at our first Governor's 
Conference for Library Board Members in Madison, June 19-20, The 
1954 registrants included 106 trustees, 37 librarians, and 11 
others. Proof that they considered the conference a satisfying 
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and enriching experience came at the close of the last session 
when WLTA President, Roy ©. Millar, asked if they would like a 
similer conference next year and received an enthusiastic affirma- 
tive response. 


WLTA wishes to express appreciation to all who co-operated in 
making the Governor's Conference a success--the Wisconsin Free Li-~ 
brary Commission, the University Extension's Bureau of Government, 
the Program Planning Committee, tne Madison Library Board, and, 
most of all, the program participants. The speakers, each of whom 
had something vital to say and said it well, provided a valuable 
interpretation of the conference theme, "The Public Library--An 
Agency of Government." 


The full conference procesdings, with photographs, will be 
published as ai: autum supplement to the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 
Included will be an introduction by President Millar, summaries of 
the panel discussion on "Financing the Public Library in Wisconsin" 
and of the "Icebreaker" small-group discussions, and the complete 
addresses by Governor Vernon W. Thomsong State Attorney General 
Stewart G,. Honecky Indiana State Librarian Harold F. Brighams Mrs. 
Grace T, Stevenson, Deputy Executive Secretary of the American 
Library Association and President of the Adult Education Associa- 
tion of the U.S.A.s Ruth Warncke, Director of the ALA Library-Com- 
munity Projects and Wisconsin Free Library Commission Secretary, 

S. Janice Kee. 





An important conference feature was the distribution to all 
conferees of the specially prepared packet of reference materials 
related to the subjects under discussion. These materials are 
meant to be read, studied, and discussed by all Wisconsin librery 
board members, It is understood that a packet was prepared for 
every public library in the State, 


In Madison, June 19, between the Thursday afternoon and evening 
ses. .ons of the Governor's Conference, the WLTA officers held an 
Executive Committee meeting and made plans for WLTA's fifth annual 
conference in Racine. President Millar will serve as program chair- 
man. The morning meeting on Tuesday, September 30, will include a 
report by Mrs. R. G, Minarik, WLTA's delegate to the American As~ 
sociation of Library Trustees meetings, July 13-15, at the San 
Francisco ALA conference. President Millar sugeested that he trv 
to secure as our luncheon speaker Mrs. Merlin M,. Moore of Little 
Rock, Arkansas, the current President of the American Association 
of Library Trustees, 


Mrs. A. W. Hammond, Beaver Dam, Vice President, was appointed 
to revise the WLTA constitution so that officers elected at the 
annual meeting will take office immediately upon conclusion of the 
conference instead of the following January 1. The Reverend W. H. 


2s. 


Ortwein, Wausau, a WLTA Director, was appointed chairman of the 
Nominating Committee. 


WLTA hopes to have the Handbook for Wisconsin Library Board 
Members in print and ready for distribution by the time of the 
annual meeting in Racine. It will be approximately a 32-page manual, 
Members of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission staff will write the 
manual, incorporating suggestions received for its content by library 
board members who discussed the manual at the eight spring district 
library meetings. 





Trustees at the Governor's Conference learned that the individual 
public library is not an isolated institution, working alone for the 
service of its community, but is in essence part of a state-wide and 
national network of libraries with unlimited resources. Library 
board members have an opportunity to contribute to the improvement of 
library service everywhere by working together in their state and 
national associations. 


Wisconsin still has a long, long way to go to reach the goal of 
this year's American Association of Library Trustees’ membership 
campaign--a minimum of one member (at least the chairman) from eve 
library board. The annual dues of $6 include a subscription to the 
ALA Bulletin and should be mailed to the American Association of 
library Trustees, ALA Headquarters, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 
11, Illinois. 


If you'd like an individual membership in the Wisconsin Library 
Trustees Association, the $2 dues will be welcomed by Mrs. R. G,. 
Minarik, 858 Emily Street, Menasha, Wisconsin. If your board de- 
sires an institutional membership, write to Mrs. Minarik for a copy 
of the new WLTA campaign leaflet. It indicates the amount for in- 
stitutional dues, which vary in accordance with a library's budget, 
and the leaflet includes a membership blank. 


Mark on your calendar the dates of this year's Wisconsin Library 
Association convention, reutember ae The place is Racine, with 
its brand-new library bu ge rustees' Day" will be Tuesday, 
September 30, WLTA urges you to attend! 








tt % % 
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 


> 


From Wisconsin 

1957 Wisconsin Statutes Now Available. A free copy of the 1957 
iscons tatutes 18 now available to each public library in the 

State which applies for it in accordance with 35.84, Wisconsin 

Statutes. 





Report from the Wisconsin Library Film Circuit. The third annual 
business meeting and preview session of the Wisconsin Library Film 
Circuit, Ince, was held in Madison on June 17-18. For the first 
time since the circuit was incorporated, membership was opened to 
any Wisconsin public library. As a result of this policy, Wisconsin 
Rapids, Appleton, and Marinette have joined the Film Circuit, bring- 
ing the total membership to 19. 





New officers elected for the 1958-59 year are Gertrude Thurow, 
La Crosse, President; Mrs. Jane Greene, Sturgeon Bay, Secretary; 
and Mabel A. von Berg, Eau Claire, Treasurer. These officers, to- 
gether with Mrs. Kay Biwer, Wausau, past president, serve as the 
Board of Directors of the Wisconsin Library Film Circuit, Inc. 


A review of Film Circuit operations during the current year 
revealed that from August 1, 1957, through March 31, 1958, member 
libraries loaned films for a total of 2,889 showings to a total 
audience of 137,013 people. When the reports for the second quarter 
of 1958 are added, nearly 200,000 people will have seen films pro- 
vided by the circuit. As of June, 1958, the Wisconsin Library Film 
Cireuit held 179 titles, and, of these, 8&0 were unobtainable from 
usuz’ rental sources in the State. If a library were to rent the 
S© f ims which are available through rental film libraries, the 
cos. would be $256.75, and each film could be shown only once. 


An inherent disadvantage of the Film Circuit idea is that 
specific titles cannot be reserved by members for a definite date. 
On the other hand, each member library receives a series of eight 
packets of 11 films each, which are kept for about seven weeks and 
then sent to the next library on the circuit schedule, Each member 
library is provided with an advance schedule of the contents and 
routing of all packets, enabling them to publicize films and to ac~ 
cept reservations for specific titles, 


The annual membership fee of $32 is partially recovered by 
many members who charge the borrower a small fee based on the length 
of the film and/or whether it is in black and white or color. 
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A revised edition of the Wisconsin Library Film Circuit Manual, 
which contains the purposes and bylaws of the organization,in addi- 
tion to an annotated list of film holdings, is available to nonmembers 
for fifty cents. Requests for this manual should be addressed to 
S. Janice Kee, Agent, Wisconsin Library Film Circuit, Ince, Box 610, 
Madison, Wisconsine 


WA Radio Series on Libraries and Their Activities. During an early 
phase of planning for National Library Week, the state-wide committee 
for NLW discussed the possibility of a series of radio programs de- 
voted to public library service in Wisconsin. There was unanimous 
egreement on the value of such a series, but time was much too short 
to do a good job and have the series ready for National Library Week, 
March 16-22, 1958. Because of this, the Commission staff continued 
planning with the University of Wisconsin Radio Station WHA. Norman 
D, Michie, Program Co-ordinator for the State Radio Council, suggested 
a long-range series, including several recordings to be made in li- 
braries throughout the State. 





As the program plans developed, it was decided that Mr. Michie 
would try to record information sbout various library activities, 
as well as the activities themselves where possible, in order that 
the total effect of the series would be a fairly complete picture of 
the broad range of modern library service. The various library serv- 
ices depicted by the on-the-spot recordings will also be elaborated 
upon by a beginning and concluding broadcast on library standards 
and how a community organizes to give the kinds of library services 
it needs. Included in this general format will also be some infor- 
mation about the Wisconsin Free Library Commission and its current 
program of service to the State. 


Mr. Michie spent considerable time during May and June travel- 
ing around the State and collected about 13 hours of tape from 10 
different libraries. These tape recordings contain such material 
as a library adult discussion group in La Crosse, a story hour in 
Green Bay, an interagency planning meeting in Wausau, a bookmobile 
stop in Madison, etc. Some of the material is in the form of an 
interview with a librarian and/or library patron, covering such 
library programs as service to business, service to the aging, serv-~ 
ice to groups, community study, co-operation among libraries, etc. 
At the present time, the tapes are being edited, continuity is being 
added, and the final result will be about a dozen half-hour programs. 
The State Radio Council hopes to put the series on the network be- 
ginning in September, and they will end sometime in early December. 
When the series has been definitely scheduled, Wisconsin libraries 
will be notified. 


-A Statistical History of the City and County of Milwaukee Available. 
The Milwaukee Public Library, Th co-operation with the Research 

Clearinghouse of Milwaukee, has published a statistical history of 

the city and county of Milwaukee. The spiralbound publication, which 
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is titled Milwaukee City and County: A Statistical History, conteins 
90 pages of tables, indexes, and maps on a wide range of community 
activities under the following titles: geography, land use, and 
climates population; housing; the economy; government; educations 
recreations religion; vital statistics; and heelth and welfare. 
Copies can be purchased at the library for %2 and through mail order 
for 42.15. Mail orders should be addressed to Sale Pamphlets, 
Milwaukee Public Library, 81) West. Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee 3, 
Wisconsin. 


iroceed res of Governor's Conference for Library Board Members Avail- 
ablee e complete proceedings o e Nacerete Governor's Conference 
for Library Board Members have been published as a supplement to 

this issue of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. All conference partici- 
pants and the complete ng list w receive this valuable 
supplement at or about the same time the July-August Bulletin is 
received. If your library or library board needs extra copies, you 
may secure them by writing to S. Janice Kee, Secretary, Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission, State Capitol, Madison, Wisconsin. 


erecoedings of Governor's Conference on Education neyond the seh 
school Available. e Commission has been orme at public li- 
braries have been included on the priority mailing list for the com- 
plete proceedings of the Governor's Conference on Education Beyond 
the High School, held this past spring. Libraries can expect to re- 


ceive this publication sometime this fall. 








From the American Library Association 
(SO E. Huron Street, Chicago) 


Two New Publications on the Librarian's Career Available from ALA, 

e Ss summer e rican rary Association, two new 
ACRL monographs examine more or less opposite ends of the librarian's 
career. Appropriately, the one to appear first, in July, treats 
the ~sasons why college students go on to become librarians. Titled 
A Siudy of Factors. Influencing College Students To Become Librarians, 
the book is by Agnes Lytton Reagan Ao Will appear as No. OL in the 
distinguishes series of monographs sponsored by the Association of 
College and Research Libraries and published by ALA. Price: $2.75. 
ACRL Monograph No, 22=-The Status of American College and University 
Librarians, deals with a problem of those who become, and remain, 

rarians. While it will be of primary interest to college and 

university librarians, other librarians with a concern for the 
philosophy of their profession will find much food for thought in 
this book. Price: to be announed later, 








New Standards for the Nation's School Libraries. The American As- 
sociation of School Librarians, an ALA Division, is in the process 

of preparing new standards for the nation's school libraries designed 
to counteract present "negligence and indifference." The new stand- 
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ards will be published by the American Library Association in 1959 
and will be based on actual good school library practices as reported 
by many hundreds of school librarians through surveys, questionnaires, 
and regional conferences, The publication containing the new stand- 
ards will cover all phases of school libraries, Chapter subjects 

are scheduled as follows: "Objectives and Philosophy"; "Elementary 
School Libraries"; "Junior High School Libraries"; "Senior High 
School Libraries"; "Libraries in Twelve Grade Schools"; "Vocational, 
Scientific, and Technical School Libraries"; "District and County 
School Library Units"; "School Library Quarters"; "Supervision of 
School Libraries and Central Processing." 


From Around the Country 


1959--National Library Week, April 12-18, Based on reports from 
state and local citizens’ shantt teas, the co-operating librarians, 
the support by the communications industry, and the response of the 
public, the National Book Committee, Inc., has voted to continue 
the program in 1959 in co-operation with the American Library As- 
sociation. Dates for the observance of the second program will be 
April 12-18, Every effort will be made to improve operations for 
an even more effective program next year. Comments and suggestions 
are welcome. 


Public Library Service to Children to be Studied. A $12,500 grant 
has been received by Western Reserve University's School of Library 
Science. This grant was made by the Old Dominion Foundation through 
the American Library Association. It is for study of the organiza- 
tional patterns in public library service to children in the United 
States. Elizabeth H. Gross, Assistant Professor of Library Science, 
Western Reserve University, will direct the study. 








An Institute on acer pracuate Library Education. The Library School 
of the University of Minnesota, in co-operation with the Minnesota 
Library Association and the Minnesota Library Division, has announced 
a forthcoming institute on undergraduate library education, to be 
held at the University of Minnesota, October 3l-November 1, 1958, 

The institute will consider the problems of library education at 

the undergraduate level, in both teachers colleges and liberal arts 
colleges, with emphasis on the questions of course content, standards, 
and accreditation. For further information, write to Library Educa- 
tion Institute, Library School, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 
14, Minnesota. 


New Staff Member Appointed to Library Services Branch, U.S.0.E. 
Lawrence Ue Serenioe, U.5. Commissioner of Education, has announced 
. the appointment of Frank L,. Schick to the post of Assistant Director 

of the Library Services Branch, U.S. Office of Education. Dr. 


Schick has been Assistant Librarian, Wayne State University Library. 
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1958 National Adult Education Conferences. The Council of National 
Organizations and the National Association of Public School Adult 
Education will hold their conferences simultaneously on November 67. 
On November 7-10, the Adult Education Association of the U.5.A. will 
nai its amual conference. "America's No. 1 Concern--Education," 
wiil be the theme for this year's conferences, and all will be held 
aw the Netherland-Hilton Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


International Co-ordination of Library Cataloging Rules. The Inter- 

national Federation of Library Associations is proceeding with plans 

looking toward the international co-ordination of the rules of cata- 

loging used by libraries, This work is made possible by a grant from 
the Council on Library Resources, Inc. 





United States Book Exchange Will Evaluate Its Services. The Council 
on Library Resources, inc., has announced a grant of $16,131 to the 
Umited States Book Exchange, Ince, of Washington, D.C., for a survey 
of the Exchange's operations. The United States Book Exchange is a 
private, nonprofit organization sponsored by principal groups and 
organizations concerned with research, as well as by the national 
organizations in the library world, the purpose of which is to serve 
as a center for the exchange of duplicate and other surplus copies 
of books and periodicals having value for research. The grant will 
enable studying the effectiveness, scope, resources, and expenses 

of USBE in comparison with other medias a definition of USBE's present 
and potential values; and an investigation of possibilities of expan- 
sion and of methods of financing future operations. The study will 
— in September, and a final report will be made available in 
1959-6 








Scholarships and Fellowships for Leadership Training in Liberal Adult 
Educatione The Fund for Adult Education, 1959-1960, is again provide 
ing opportunities for scholarships and fellowships: for leadership 
training for liberal adult education. The objective is the improve- 
ment and advancement of leadership in liberal education for adults. 
Approximately 25 grants will be made to individuals for practical 
experience, university study, or combinations of the two, in liberal 
adult education. For the purpose of this program, liberal adult edu- 
cation is distinguished from remedial, vocational, technical, avoca»= 
tional, and mental health education. Applications for grants should 
be received by the Fund for Adult Education by October 1, 1958. In-= 
quiries for further information and application forms should be ad 
dressed to: Leadership Training Awards, The Fund for Adult Education, 
200 Bloomingdale Road, White Plains, New York. 


HR HR 
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BOOKS FOR 
CHILDREN AND Selected by Elizabeth Burr 


YOUNG PEOPLE 





Books reviewed in this issue were annotated by the Michigan 
State Library staff for their quarterly bulletin, Books for 
Children, We extend thanks to the Michigan staff for allow= 
ing us to use these booknotes. 











For Younger Boys and Girls 





Bate, Norman. Who Built the Dam? 1958. Unpaged. Illus. Scribner, 
$2.50. 
Picture-story in very simple terms of how a hydroelectric dam is 
built and what happens when water can be controlled so as to create 
nag Dramatic illustrations in black, white, and blue. Grades 

1-4. 


Corcos, Lucille. Joel Gets a Doge 1958, Unpaged. Illus. Abelard- 
Schuman, $2.50. 

Seven-year-old Joel learns the hard way that having a puppy in- 
volves hard work and persistence in training. All turns out well 
in this story that will be fun for story hours, Very appealing 
pictures of Happy, the hound, 








Ets, Marie H. Cow's Party. 1958. 32p. Illus. Viking, $2.50. 
Although some of the farm animal guests at Cow's party went 
home when they discovered that the only refreshments were grass 
and buttercups, Horse, Goat, and Lamb stayed all the rest of the 
summer. Brief, pleasant tale with pink, black, and yellow full- 

page drawings. Ages l-6, 


Fisher, Aileen. Runny Days, Su Days. 1958. 128p. Illus. 
Abelard=Schuman, es, 811 


One hundred forty-seven gay and wistful verses considering a 
veriety of subjects but mostly emphasizing animals and weather. 
Active silhouettes cavort over the well spaced pages and add fun 
to the volume. For reading aloud with younger children and for 
older ones to enjoy for themselves. 





. Goudey, Alice E, Here Comes the Wild Dogs! 1958. 9p. Illus. 

Scribner, $2.50. 599 
A red fox, his mate, and their four cubs are the center of this 

informational story tracing the life cycle of these animals, Re- 
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mainder of book consists of very brief introductions of other mem~ 
bers of this family, including the gray fox, kit fox, coyote, tim- 
ver wolf, red wolf, end cape hunting dog. Grades 2-4. 


Hobbs, Barbara. Alexander's Animals, 1558. 30p. Illus. Houghton, 
$2.75. 

Imaginative story in which a little boy acquires a variety cf un- 
usual pets which he must conceal from his mother. The problem is 
solved when a live puppy is given to him, and his old menagerie must 
depart to find new homes. Repetition of text and bold pictures 
will appeal tc primary children. 





Hogner, Nils. Farm For Rent. 1958 Unpaged. Illus. Abelard- 
Schuman, $2.50. 
When the Greene family move to the country because of the city 

noises, they leam that ferm animals are noisy, too. At first 
their farm is quiet and has no animals--but things change. Good 
read-aloud material, with lots of opportunity for children to imi- 
tate farm noiser. 





Kahl, Virginia. Droopsi. 1958. Unpaged. Illus. Scribner, $2.50. 

Neither Droopsi nor his cat, Schnurrli, could play the concertina, 
but between them they managed to win an important contest and an 
unusual prize. Gay and humorous tale with an unusual twist. Draw- 
ings add to the flavor of the story. 


Schlein, Miriam, The Big Cheese. 1958, Unpaged. Illus. Scott, 

$2.95. 
Once there was a farmer who made a magnificent cheese fit only 

for the king. He starts out to deliver it, but the adventures he has 

and the people he meets contrive to make the cheese grow smaller 

until the king's gift is sadly shrunken, All turns out well in this 

appealing folktype tale. Grades 2-1, 





Saxo, Charles D, Don't Worry About Poopsie. 1958. Unpaged. Illus. 
Dodi, $2756 

From a cuddly puppy with a ridiculous name, the dog of this story 
grows into an enormous creature who can no longer be a lap doge In 
the face of threatened exile, Poopsie proves himself a hero and 
secures house privileges for life. 





Geisel, Theodore. Yertle the Turtle and Other Stories. 1558. Un- 
paged. Illus. Random, $2.95. 

Three moral tales by the inimitable Dr. Seuss. Readers and listen- 
ers will revel in the comeuppance which the power-mad turtle, the vain 
bird, and the braggart bear and rabbit receive. Originally appeared 
in parts in Redbook Magazine. Libraries will wish to buy prebound 
or in reinforced Sattion. 





Udry, Janice M. Theodore's Parents. 1958. Unpaged. Illus. 
Lothrop, $2.75. 
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A tall tale of a charmingly independent boy who lives by himself 
with his pets. When he goes to school, he learns about parents, 
decides he wants some of his own, and advertises for a suitable 
set} Appealingly funny story which will make good story~hour 
material. 





Ungerer, Tomi, The Mellops Strike Oil. 1958, 32p. Illus. Harper, 
2 


The redoubtable pig family indulge in research which gives evidence 
of the presence of oil in their area. They do find oil, but a terrible 
forest fire convinces them that professional oil drillers should do 
such a job, and they return home to enjoy Mrs. Mellops' fine cooking. 
Understated text and sprightly pictures make a good item for reading 
aloude 


For Older Boys and Girls 





Bleeker, Sonia. The Navajo; herders, weavers, and silversmiths. 
1958. 159p. Illus. Morrow, $2.50. 970.3 

The story of Slim Runner, who contracted T.B. and was hospitalized 
at a white man's hospital, told against a background,rich and authentic, 
of present-day life on a Navajo reservation. Final chapter includes 
history of the tribe. Grades 5-8, 


Bradley, Duane. Engineers Did It}! 1958. 12lp. Illus. Lippincott, 
$2.956 620.9 

Simple language is used to describe ten of the world's most spectacu- 
lar engineering feats and to discuss the problems and scientific prin- 
ciples involved in their solution. Dramatic style lends interest and 
pace to the telling and should make this an appealing book for inter- 
mediate grade children. Grades l-7. 





Buck, Margaret W, Pets From the Pond. 1958, 72p. Illus. Abingdon, 
$3. 590.7 

A useful guide for the amateur who wants to create an aquarium for 
plants or common fresh-water creatures, Those used as illustration 
include fish, turtles, salamanders, water insects, snails, toads, 
frogs, and crayfish. Detailed and profuse drawings accompany the 
text. Bibliography and index. 





Corbin, William. Pony For Keeps. 1958. 21hp. Illus. Coward- 
McCann, $3. 

Shy Katty Lou, who is more at home with animals than with people, 
is forbidden by her foster parents to visit the horse farm across 
the road. What happens when Katty Lou disobeys will please girl 
readers. Sensitive writing redeems a stereotyped plot in which 
everything turns out well and everyone "lives happily ever after." 
Grades 5-8, 
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De Jong, Meindert. Along Came a Dog. 1958. 172p. Ilius. Harper, 





e & 

Dramatic and sensitively written story of a humble, homeless dog, 
a little red hen who is different from the rest of the flock, and 
the man who owns the farm where the action takes place. Book deals 
for the most part with relationships and emotions rather than cone 
crete activities ani probably will appeal to more mature readers. 
Grades h-7, 


Forbus, Ina B, The Secret Circle. 1958. 160p. Illus. Viking, 
$2.50. 

A country vunristmas is a lovely and exciting time for young Neeli, 
who can talk to animals. A secret gift and the loss of a "golden 
penny" enliven the plot as do the antics of Louisa, the jealous hen. 
Nice blend of fantasy and reality. Good to read aloude 








Fox, William. Rocks and Rain and the Rays of the Sun. 1958, 90p. 
Illus. Walck, 33. 550 

The story of how farm crops, grassland, minerals, and the ocean 
are dependent on sun, rain, and soil is cutlined here in an intro- 
duction to geology which should encourage further reading in the 
natural science field. Grades 5-8, 


Fritz, Jean. The Cabin Faced West. 1958. 2p. Illus. Coward- 
McCann, $36 

Story of the loneliness and rebellion of a ten-year-old girl when 
her family left Gettysburg and moved into the western country beyond 
the Allegheny Mountains, With no girls to play with and none of the 
fine clothes she was used to, Ann is angry and ready to leave until 
a storm and a stranger change her mind. Pleasant reading for inter- 
mediate grades. 





Gage, Wilson. Secret of the Indian Mound. 1958. 187p. Illus. 
World, $2.75. 
A pair of ll-year-olds spend two weeks excavating an Indian mound 

and in the process discover clues which lead to the capture of a 
mink poacher. Lots of Indian lore and information on digging methods. 
Grades 5-7, 





Gallant, Roy A. Exploring the Sun. 1958. 57p. Illus. Garden 
City, $2.50. 52367 

A compilation of know facts and proposed theories about the sun's 
origin, its composition, relationship to other suns, and observable 
phenomena. Included also are myths and legends about the sun and 
impressive data about solar astronomy. Handsome illustrations. 
Grades 610. 


Hoke, Helen. The First Book of Tropical Mammals. 1958, 63p. Illus. 

Watts, $1095 599 
Lively description of 29 unusual mammals which inhebit parts of 

South America, Africs, Malaysia, India, and Ceylon. Each brief dis- 
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cussion is accompanied by a drawing,and information about the color, 
food, and major characteristics of each animal is given. Grades 5-8, 


King, Clive. Hamid of Aleppo. 1958. 7p. Illus. Macmillan, $2.50. 

4 brazen Syrian golden hamster sets out to see the world and progresses 
from place to place without admitting to anyone that he is ignorant of 
life in cities. This lands him in trouble, but he rescues himself and 
in the process discovers who and what he is. Grades 3-5, 





Lewis, Hilda. The Ship That Flew. 1958. 2h6p. Illus. Criterion, 
$3.50. 

Purchased by Peter with "all his money in the world--and a bit 
over," the small magic Viking ship of Odin provides the four Grant 
children with numerous and marvelous adventures in time and space. 
Good story with just the right touch of the supernatural, Grades 5-8, 





9a Marye River-Minded Boy. 1958, 159p. Illus. Morrow, 
2075. 
After being accepted as mess boy on a Mississippi towboat, Rone's 

hot temper causes him to lose this greatly desired summer job. A 
flood brings near catatrophe but provides a way for Rone to prove 
himself and regain his job. Author succeeds in capturing for the 
reader the flavor of modern river life, and fast action will attract 
boy readers. Grades 5-3, 





ra Laura. De Lesseps; builder of Suez. 1958. 15ip. Longmans, 
20756 921 

The story of the enthusiasm and personal courage which enabled 
the French engineer to achieve success out of failure and create 
the long-dreamed-of route between the Mediterranean and the Red 
Seae Told with warmth and sufficient detail to give young readers 
an impressive picture of an impressive--and human--man. 





Markun, Patricia M. The First Book of the Panama Canal. 1958. 6lp. 
Illus. Watts, $1.95. 986.3 

The progress of a freighter through the canal from Pacific to 
Atlantic is followed by a section relating the history of the 
building of this short cut between two oceans. Also discussed are 
who uses the waterway and why, as well as problems now arising 
because of advances in ship design. Interesting reading with much 
detail in pictures and appendix. Indexed. Grades 5-9, 


Pohlmann, Lillian. Myrtle Albertina's Song. 1958, 218p. Illus. 
Coward-McCann, $3. 

Nine-year-old Myrtle Albertina's efforts to keep her aunt ana 
uncle and her favorite cousin in Stephensville have varied results, 
- but in the end all turns out happily. Warmhearted family story 
spiced with humor and adventure. Srades -6, 
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Rasp-Nuri, Grace. Yusuf, Roy of Cyprus. 1958. 222p. Illus. 
Criterion, $3.50. 

Translation of a book originally published in Germany. Kidnapped 
by thieves to be trained as an accomplice, young Yusuf escapes end 
eventually becomes the one who secures their capture. Chief value 
is the background of this cops-anderobbers story, with the usual 
happy ending. Grades 6-8, 





Rowland, Florence W. Juddie. 1958. 158p. Illus. Oxford, $3. 
An only child, Juddie is needed to help with the work of the 
family farm in the remote Canadian Rockies. His burning ambition 
to be able to read and write is soon to be fulfilled at the close 

of this tale of courage on today's frontier. Grades <7. 


For Young People 





Bennett, Eve. Concerning Casey. 1958. 190p. Messner, $2295. 

Casey Ann, hot-tempe and warmhearted, found her greatest 
pleasure within her large close-knit family, but discovered when 
her father ran for mayor that every person must be an individual, 
regardless of family demands, Good family relationships overcome 
the trite romantic theme and the rather pat resolution of several 
problems. 


Bishop, Richard W. From Kite to Kitty Hawk. 1958, 212p. Illus. 
Crowell, $3. 629.1 
Outlines the development of flight, starting with da Vinci, and 
tracing the experiments and principles applied by his successors 
who worked with balloons, gliders, and parachutes. Concludes with 
an account of the Wright brothers and their epic flight and a brief 
summary of progress in aviation since that time. Grades 7-9, 





Daringer, Helen F. A Flower of Araby. 1958. 188p. Illus. 
Harcourt, $3. 

Slight plot about the attempt of an English family to return from 
Arabia to England in time to claim a legacy. Major interest of the 
book lies in the picture of thirteenth century teen-age life in the 
Crusader castle of Byblos. Good enrichment material for any unit 
dealing with this period, 





es Marion. Bright Particular Star. 1958. 190p. Messner, 
209 e 

Torrey and Steve became engaged in college and found themselves 
facing opposition from both their families. How Torrey worked out 
her personal problems and managed to follow her chosen career makes 
a warm and appealing story despite some rather impossible situations 
which the author has created. Also is good vocational information 
about storytelling as a part of librarianship. Grades 8-12, 
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Gringhuis, Dirk. The Eagle Pine. 1958. 1681p. Illus. McKay, $3. 

Life in a logging camp comes alive when young Tom Wall's Uncle Ab 
arrives and the pair set out to chart the virgin timber stand in 
north central Michigan. Filklore and high adventure are combined to 
give a picture of the logger'’s life during the heyday of Michigan 
timber kings. Grades 7-9, 


ee Ada. The Doubling Rod. 1958. 192p. Illus. Harcourt, 
36 

An unconventional family in suburban London discovers a "doubling 
rod" whose magic properties are only partly understcod by them, 
although it is instrumental in solving a mystery. Good characteriza- 
tion and feeling for background combined with a nice blend of the 
real and the fantastic. For better readers with a taste for magic 
and humor. Grades 7-9. 





Hayeraft, Molly C, First Lady of the Theatre: Sarah Siddons. 1958. 
192p. Messner, $2.95. 921 
The life of the great English actress, from small girlhood to her 
death, placed against the background of the theater of the 18th and 
19th centuries. Author communicates to the reader the drudgery and 
the excitement common to great and small theaters and indicates the 
significant role of drama in the lives of all people. Grades 7-10. 





Lawson, H. L. Pitch Dark and No Moone 1958, 215p. Crowell, $2.75. 
A series of peculiar incidents in Saginaw Bay alerts Kel Howard, 

the youngest member of the Point Lookout Coast Guard Station. A 

suspenseful summer follows during which Kel is alternately exhilarated 

and depressed by the mysterious trouble until fall brings an exciting 

finish to a smuggling ring. Good for boys. Grades 7-10. 





Montgomery, Rutherford G. The Silver Hills. 1958, 2lkp. Illus. 

World, $3. 
The roaring mining town of Virginia City during the Civil War years 

is the scene of loss, tragedy, and eventual triumph for Darcy and 

her father. Plot will be of interest to girls in the main, but boys 

may be intrigued by the background information about frontier mining 

conditions, Grades 7-9. 





ost Lynn. Frontiers of Science. 1958. 17kp. Illus. Whittlesey, 
q See e 500 

An account of developments taking place now in meny scientific fields 
and of the changes that may take place in our daily lives because of 
them. Excellent general scientific background reading. 








te Elizabeth M. The Sherwood Ring. 1958, 266p. Illus. Houghton, 


e 

Slipping backwards and forwards in time, the author tells of a 
present-day romance which parallels in many respects one which has 
taken place many years earlier. A mystery of charm and perception 
for teen-age girls. 
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Ruchlis, Hy. Orbit: a picture story of force and motion. 1958 
Ui7p. Illus. Harper, $2675. an 

Vivid text and dramatic photographs describe Newton's Laws of 
Motion--inertia, acceleration and momentum, action and reaction-- 
and his Law of Gravity. Relates the operation of these laws to 
ordinary activities of daily life, as well as to less common actions, 
such as space flight. 


Sherburne, Zoa, Princess in Denim. 1958. 2h9p. Morrow, $2.95. 

A photograph entered in a local beauty contest starts Eden dream- 
ing of the glamour which might come to her should she win the state 
and national contests. An ambitious publicity man first furthers 
her dreams and then disillusions her. Well handled, plausible 
story. Grades 7-10, 








Sutcliff, Rosemary. The Silver Branch. 1957. 216p. Illus. 
Oxford, $3, 

Caught in a net of intrigue andtreachery, two young Romans help 
to overthrow an upstart emperor at a time when Roman power in 
Britain was gradually weakening. Bold Flavius and sensitive Justin 
are a believable pair, the writing is excellent, and the author 
has constructed a realistic plot. Outstanding enrichment material 
for Roman history or Latin, Grades 7-12, 


eee et & 
HAVE YOU SEEN— 


Milwaukee Public Library's "Milwaukee Reader"? This is a 
weekly l=-page leaflet, carrying a calendar of local cultural 
events for the week on the two inside pages, and featuring com- 
ment and information on library materials and services on the front 
and back pages. These comments are generally centered on a topic 
of concern, such as freedom for survival, or housing for the aging, 
and are frequently occasioned by a local event or meeting. A 
recent issue of the Reader, for example, was planned to coincide 
with the state convention of the PTA, Librarians may subscribe 
for 50¢ a year. Single issues are free on request. 





"Suggested Reading for the Family"? The preface of this at- 
tractive list, which was produced by Barnes & Noble for National 
Library Week, quotes Francis Bacon's saying: "Some books are to 
be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and 
digested." It goes on to point out that there is another group 
of books which are "best savored by being shared aloud with friends 
and family." The list was developed by a committee of librarians 
from the Brooklyn, New York, and Queens Borough Public Libraries, 
and covers a wide age and interest range. It includes a message 
to parents, designed to encourage the development of home libraries, 
and points out that librarians, educators, and booksellers are all 
glad to advise in building a good library to suit the individual's 
budget and interest. Copies are available free from the publisher. 
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NOTES ON Edited by 
RECENT ADULT BOOKS Ruth Swenson 


Of Wisconsin Interest 





agg August. The House on the Mound. 1958. 335p. Duell, 
0506 
This is engrossing historical fiction revolving about Hercules 
Dousman and his wife, Jane, with their beautiful home, Villa Louis, 
as a setting. Although there is a mild suspense created by the 
identity of Sark, the company clerk, the main conflict concerns 
Mr. Dousman's own struggle regarding his unacknowledged son. Woven 
into the picture are the dying days of the fur trade, the beginning 
of the railroads, the uprooting of the Indians, the new statehood 
of Wisconsin, and the migration to the West. These pages give a 
good account of the illustrious family who lived at Villa Louis 
and met the challenging times. (RS) 





Kubly, Herbert. Varieties of Love. 1958. 305p. Simon and 
Schuster, $4.50. 

The theme that human beings seek recognition as being companion- 
able and lovable is fundamental to each of the widely different 
stories in this volume. The settings and characters evoke the 
feeling that drama is around the corner, but this is not always 
true; however, each story reveals a touching human experience and 
is satisfying to the sophisticated palate. The author is a native 
of Wisconsin, (RS) 


Wisconsin. Conservation Department. Wisconsin's Way Of the Outdoors. 
1958. 3lpe Published by the author, Madison 1. Singts copies 
free on request. 

An hors d'oeuvre arrangement of a variety of items on conservation 
that were selected to give food for thought rather than complete 
information on any of the subjects, This booklet could be the basis 
of a reading list on conservation. Profusely illustrated. (RS) 





General Works--Philosophy 000-100 








Sterne, Edward L. My Old Book Valueble? 1958. 27p. Author, 
2949 Balboa Street, om Francisco OL, California, #1, 090 


It will be of great benefit to librerians to have this pamphlet 
as an answer to the patron who has books to sell. The information 
is concisely and effectively presented to show what adds and de- 

. tracts from value. There is a list of subjects with criteria for 
determining the value of books on the subjects. (RS) 
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Freeman, Lucy. So You Want to be Psychoanalized! 1958. 1)5p. 
Holt, $3.50. 131.3) 

A rather flippant telling of the author's reveries and reactions 
that were evoked during her periods of submitting to analysis. 
Other than light entertainment, the book has value for those who 
are curious. Whether it would be helpful to anyone about to under- 
go treatment is a question. Some psychological concepts and terms 
are explained. (RS) 





Moak, Helen. The Troubled Child. 1958. 176p. Holt, $3.50. 13607 

The mother of an emotionally disturbed child writes out of her 
experience and understanding to help parents and workers with dis- 
turbed children see the problem as the parent sees it. In the intro- 
duction, Dr. Heller explains some of the difficulties that arise in 
treating these children, and he describes a number of the deterring 
factors that are due to the youth of the science. (RS) 





Bertine, Eleanor. Human Relationships; in the family, in friendship, 

in love. 1958. 23%p. Longmans, $4.50. 150.13 
Dr. Bertine, who was trained in her work by Dr. Jung, is a prac- 

ticing analyst in New York City. In this enlightening discussion, 

the author presents basic concepts of the whys of human behavior. 

The illustrations from her cases clarify and add to the readability 

of this somewhat technical work for keenly interested lay people 

and professional workerse (RS) 


Guitton, Jean. Make Your Mind Work For You. 1958. 87p. Macmillan, 
£2.75. 159 

This is not a book of rules and devices but a philosophical con- 
sideration of the ways in which we can order our lives to make for 
happiness in our work. The author, who is a professor of philosophy 
at the Sorbonne, gives us the fruit of his observation, learning, 
and experience in a graceful prose style. (RS) 





Jones, G. Curtis. Youth Deserves To Know. 1958, 13\p. Macmillan, 
$2095 177 
Written by a minister who has studied the literature on youth and 
who has worked with the young people in his community, this book 
deserves to be read by high school seniors. Subjects considered 
are personal worth, work, going to college, sex, marriage, and 
ethical problems which confront the young person. The brief and 
rane! discussions are buttressed with a list for further read- 
ing. RS 





Social Science 300 





Keats, John. Schools Without Scholars. 1958. 202p. Houghton, $3. 
370.973 

The challenging title and the memory of the author's book on hous- 
ing will invite readers to follow this examination of public educa- 
tion today. Both extremes in educational philosophy and practice 
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are carefully scrutinized. The author believes that public interest 
and action is needed to improve the state of education, and he cites 
the example of the Connecticut commnity action, (RS) 


Siepmann, Charles A, TV and Our School Crisis. 1958. 198p. Dodd, 
$3.50. 371.3358 

The author, who is Chairman of the Department of Communications in 
Education at New York University, endorses the use of television in 
the schools, and he uses examples from actual classroom use to il- 
lustrate. This is a thoughtful discussion for educators and pro- 
moters of television use. (RS) 


Waggoner, Madeline Sadler. The Long Haul West; the great canal era, 
1817-1850. 1958. 320p. pine 386 2460973 

An account that gives our history another dimension, this history 
of developing a system of canals and roadways as a means forreaching 
the West is filled with the human struggle against great odds. 
Between detailed accounts of foot journeys and the politics behind 
the making of canals and highways, there are many anecdotes and 
descriptions that make this absorbing reading. For all library 
shelves. (RS) 





Natural Science 500 








Pickering, James S. 1001 Questions Answered About Astronomy. 1958, 

l20p. Dodd, $6. 520 
Using the approach of asking questions and then answering is 

especially effective because the author's experience as lecturer at 

Hayden Planetarium gave him an insight into people's questions. The 

detailed index makes the information readily available; however, 

the material is arranged under 15 subjects. (RS) 





Freuchen, Peter, and Salomonsen, Finn, The Arctic Year. 1958. 138p. 
Putnam, $5.95 De 574.998 
A distinguished Danish naturalist has collaborated with the ex- 
plorer to bring this month-by-month account of what transpires in 
the regions surrounding the North Pole. The introduction defines 
terms and reviews basic geographical data on this region. Then be- 
gins the description of the weather, the wildlife, and the plants 
ana their adaptation to whatever the month of January brings, Anec- 
dotes reveal man's reaction. to this economy of nature. February and 
the other months follow in this detailed and tremendous, as well as 
absorbing, description and explanation of what goes on in the top 
of the world. (RS) 


Rush, Joseph Harold. The Dawn of Life. 1957. 262p. Hanover, — 
“ 7 

In @ clear style, the author summarises and explains what scientists 
have discovered about the beginnings of life. This search touches 
53 the various branches of science and proceeds in a logical order, 
RS 
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Symonds, George W. D. The Tree Identification Book; a new method 
for the practical identification and recognition of trees. 1958, 
272p. Barrows, $10. 582.16 
By the means of detailed photographs that are arranged according 
to keys, the author presents information to help the inexperienced 
and experienced identify trees. For example, the subject of the 
first key is "opposite" and refers to the position of leaves, buds, 
and branching. Only trees usually found in the area extending into 
Canada and south to Florida, from Maine west to North Dakota. (RS) 


Useful Arts 600 





Ross, James Davidson. Margaret. 1958. 1951p. Dutton, $3. 616.99 
Margaret was a fun-loving English schoolgirl who died of cancer 
when she was 15 years olde Although Margaret becomes a great care 
as her illness progresses, her courage and her faith radiate to all 
who come in contact with her. It is her sister's husband who is a 
constant companion and who writes her testament of faith as she 

lived it. For a special audience. (RS) 


Allen, Jim J, Boating; a beginning guide. 1958. 107p. Ronald, 
$2.956 623,88 

The author, an experienced seaman, believes it wise for the novice 
to leam the essentials in handling a boat. This book of practical 
advice and instruction includes chapters on terminology, buying a 
boat and boat handling, etc. (RS) 


Bates, De Re, ed- Space Research and Exploration. 1958. 288p. 
Sloane, $he 62914353 

Each essay in this collection has been written by a British au- 
thority on the subject. They have been planned to explain to the 
educated layman the basic principles which underly the new develop- 
ments in the exploration of space. Topics such as rocket propellants, 
difficulties of space travel, cosmic radiation, and medical and 
biological problems are explained. This book proved popular in 
England and is now being published for American readers. (RS) 





Marney, Carlyle. Dangerous Fathers, Problem Mothers, and Terrible 
Teens. 1958. 128p. Abingdon, %2. 649-1 

e author, who is a popular TV personality and minister, gives 
sound advice on bringing up a family. He has a challenging and 
colorful way of presenting material not necessarily original. (RS) 








Mayer, Martin. Madison Avenue, U.S.A. 1958. 332p. Harper, $0956 

65901 
This book reports on the current state of the advertising business-- 

who the important people and agencies are, something of the history, 

campaigns, and trends. Probably as objective an account as one 

could hope for today, the book is both important information and 

food for thought about contemporary influences which spring from 

advertising. Recommended for all libraries. (KD) 
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Fine Arts--Literature 700-800 








Barr, Alfred H., Jr. Masters of Modern Art. 2nd ed. 1955. 239p. 
Museum of Modern Art, 915. — 708 

A truly ideal gift or memorial volume, this book itself commemaates the 
25th anniversary of the Museum of Modern Art. The 350 illustrations 
constitute an impressive survey of contemporary art, and the text is 
eo instructive, and unobtrusive. Recommended for first purchase, 
(JF 


The Moderns and Their World, 1958. 96p. Philosophical mates tua 
70 

Ninety-six plates, 48 in color, of the work of about 50 contemporary 
artists. The selection of works is somewhat erratic, the quality of 
reproduction barely adequate for a $12 volume, A brief biography and 
bibliography for each artist is included. The introduction by Sir 
John Rothenstein, Director of the Tate Gallery, adds little to the 
worth of this book. Not for first purchase. (JF) 





Lariar, Lawrence, ed. You've Got Me in the Nursery. 1958. Unpaged. 
Dodd, $2695 7h1.5 

This collection of cartoons about parents and babies makes a good 
addition to the parents' shelf. (RS) 





Pearson, Hesketh. Gilbert; his life and strife. 1958. 2746p. Illus. 
Harper, $4.50. 780.92 

This biography of the author of the libretti of the celebrated 
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas projects the personality of the can- 
tankerous, vigorous man through interpretation and his private letters. 
The stormy quarrel between Gilbert and Sullivan, which became literary 
history, is fully documented. Good adult reading for a general 
audience. (KD) 


Gatty, Harold, Nature Is Your Guide. 1958, 287p. Dutton, ae 
79 

"How to find your way on land and sea by observing nature" is the 
subtitle and also a description of the contents of this book. The 
author was the famous Australian navigator of the record-breaking 
flight around the world, and he was an authority on land and sea 
navigation, also. After the descriptive chapter, "How Early Man 
Found His Way," Mr. Gatty devotes his instruction to the various 
phenomena in nature which will point the way to the traveler, 
Fascinating reading for the chairbound but truly useful to the 
wanderer. 





Smits, Ted, ed. The Year in Sports 1958 Edition; the Associated 
Press review of the memorable sports events of 1957. 1957. 256p. 
Prentice-Hall, $12.50. 796 
An expensive item that will interest library browsers who are 
sport fans. Text and photographs cover such topics as "High Lights 
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of the Year," "The World Series," "Archery," "Motorboat Racing," 
and "Skin Diving," to mention only a few of the near fifty sports. 
(RS ) 


Minnick, Wayne C, The Art of Persuasion. 1957. 295p. Houghton, 
$5.50; text ede, $l 808.5 
An interestingly presented text that will help a student in under- 
standing the theories of behavior upon which persuasion is based. 
The discussions on analyzing an audience situation and on the ethics 
of persuasion are particularly noteworthy. Exercises supplement 
the explanations of the various steps in preparing talks to win 
belief. The inviting format enhances this timely book. (RS) 





Inge, Wil1iam. The Dark at the Top of the Stairs. 1958. 108p. 
Random, $2.95. 812.5 

The four main characters in this play are a mother, father, and 
their son and daughter. They are understandable and earnest, but 
each, through reticence about his own desires and problems, con- 
tributes to the general air of quarreling that gradually develops 
into a crisis. However, mutual love and respect reunite the parents, 
and the future brightens after they have talked things over. (RS) 





History--Vescription and Travel 900-91C 





Hearne, Samuel. Coppermine Journey; selected from his journals by 

Farley Mowat. 1958. De tle, $3.75. 9171 
Almost 200 years ago, Samuel Hearne put down in his journals his 

experience and observation in exploring the Barren Lands of northem 

Canada. Mr. Mowat has selected passages from the account to make 

this adventure known to a wider audience. For the reader who has 

a special interest in the subject. (RS) 


Whishaw, Lorna. As Far as You'll Take Me. 1958. 216p. Dodd, 
$3250. 917.1 
This is not a description of Alaska but an adventure with the 

author, who hitchhiked on the Alcan Highway. The recounting of 
her experiences and the vignettes of the truckers call forth gasps 
and chuckles as one reads. (RS) 





Stanwell-Fletcher, Theodora C. Clear Land and Icy Seas. 1958, 
261p. Tllus. Dodd, $h. 917.12 
The author of two other well known books about the Arctic describes 
her voyage on the Hudson's Bay Company supply ship around Ungava, 
southern Baffin Island, and eastern Hudson Bay in this new volume. 
Sensitive to the unique surroundings of the quiet, ice-packed land, 
the picture presented is carefully, competently done and will not 
disappoint readers of her earlier books. (KD) 





Jacobin, Lou. Guide to Alaska and the Yukon, 12th ed. 1958, 320p. 
Guide to Alaska, Inc., Anchorage, Alaska, $2. Distribution office, 
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Box 856, Cathedral City, California, 917.98 

A paper-covered guide that includes the usual pertinent informa- 
tion on towns, transportation, hotels, distances, and places to 
visit, this little volume is also filled with photographs, accounts 
of people and events, plus interesting advertisements and a section 
of pictorial history. Certainly timely and essential, this handbook 
is in its 12th edition. (RS) 


Stewart, George R. Names on the Land. 1958, 5Sllpe Houghton, $6. 
929 oh 

The original book is substantially the same in this edition, but 
important chapters have been added (52 pages at least) on Alaska 
and Hawaii, The superior grade of paper adds to the appearance of 
— volume and makes the old, used copy seem very shabby. 
RS 





Glubb, Sir John Bagot. A Soldier With the Arabs. 1957. 58p. 
Harper, $6. 956.95 

As the Middle East becomes more and more important to us, infor- 
mation on the countries in that part of the world will be more in 
demand. This document reveals a soldier's life with the Arabs, 
and as such it is intensely personal and filled with the action of 
attacks and defenses. Sir John Glubb as the Commander in Chief of 
the Arab Legion lived close to the events which transpired during 
his stay in Transjordan until 1956, and he interprets them in the 
light of his knowledge and experience. A hook for the serious 
reader. (RS) 





Cousins, Norman, ed. "In God We Trust"; the religious beliefs and 
ideas of the American founding fathers. Selected, edited, and with 
commentary by Norman Cousins. 1958. 6p. Harper, $5.95. 973) 

This collection that reveals the religious beliefs of the founding 
fathers has been selected from a variety of their writings. The 
editor begins with an essay describing the climate of ideas that 
pressed for religious freedom, and he introduces each statesman 
before he quotes from letters and other sources. A valuable contri- 
bution to the understanding of our country, this book will be read 
and consulted for years to come. (RS) 





Stern, Philip Van Doren. An End to Valor; the last days of the 
Civil War, 1958. 418p. foughton, $5.75. 97307 

In a style to engage and hold the attention, the author has 
brought together all of the important events of the last days that 
led up to the surrender at Appomattox. The book opens with Lincoln's 
second inauguration and unfolds as a narrative that is filled with 
the many human reactions te the passing events. 


Ashmore, Harry S. An Epitaph For Dixie. 1958, 189p. Norton, 

$3.50. 309.175 or 975 
The editor of the Arkansas Gazette begins his "epitaph" with a 

sketch that reveals the anachronistic position of the adherents to 
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the genteel Old South tradition. It is the economic base that is 
pinpointed in this scene and in the discussion to follow. This 
highly readable analysis should be available to all readers in- 
terested in our country. (RS) 


Biography 920-921 





Browning, D. Ce, comp. Dictionary of Literary Biography; English 
and Americane 15958. 752pe Dutton, #5e 920 

This volume supersedes the Biographical Dictionary of English 
Literature. The length of the biographies vary, but significant 
data is included in each, Writers of the last 50 years are included 
in this replac ement in the Everyman's Reference Library, and many 
of the listings in the previous volume have been rewritten. A con- 
venient source for quick reference. (RS) 








Calverley, Eleanor T., M.P2, My Arabian Days and Nights. 1958. 
1862p, Crowell, £2.95. 921 

The author, @ medical missionary, writes matter-of-factly of her 
experiences in bringing modern medical care to the women of Kuwait 
curing the years of 1912 to 1930. Along with the various patients 
and their problems, the reader is introduced to the author's house- 
hold and other workers in the mission field. As the book begins, 
the doctor end her husband are retuming to this scene after oil 
has been discovered, and they note the changes that have taken place. 
A good book for church programs, women's groups, and, of course, 
the individual who wishes to learn more of this vital spot on our 
globe. (RS) 





Conrad, Barnaby. The Death of Manolete. 1958. 1)7p. Illus. 
Houghton, $5. 921 
Manolete, the most admired and respected of matadors of our times, 

was fatally gored in a small Spanish town in 197. This book is a 
picture-story of that final fight, with a brief biographical intro- 
duction. The photographs tell the story, and the text carries the 
action and suspense. Not especially for the bullfight specialist. 
This should appeal to a large audience of men and boys. (KD) 





Handlin, Oscar. Al Smith and His America. 1958. 207p. Little, 
$3.506 921 

The title describes much of the scope of the book for it not only 
portrays Al Smith in his East Side neighborhood but it shows his 
development as a politician in line with the needs of the people in 
his constituency. It brings him to the pinnacle of his career, 
from which he can view the Presidency. Mr. Handlin analyzes the 
situation which contributed to Al Smith's tragedy and shows how it 
affected all minority groups. The implications in this biography 
make for timely reading and also create a sympathy for a great man 
who was not given equal opportunity. (RS) 
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Thoreau, Henry David. Consciousness in Concord; the text of Thoreau's 
hitherto "Lost Journal,” together with notes and commentary by Perry 
Miller. 1558, 2)3p. Houghton, $h. 921 

The missing portion of Thoreau's Journal is printed for the first 
time in this volume. The author's Commentary and notes are a lucid 
and penetrating addition to the Thoreau literature, Although of 
limited use in smaller communities, this is a readable and important 
booke (KD) 





Tisdall, E. & P. Marie Fedorowna, Empress of Russia. 1958. 319p. 
John Day, $5 2506 921 

Marie Fedorovna grew up in Denmark as daughter of virtually penniless 
Prince Christian of Schleswig-lolstein, later King Christian of Denmark. 
At 15, she was married to the future Alexander III of Russia. Mother 
of the last tsar, she lived through the final opulence and dissolution 
of Imperial Russia, spending her last days in exile. This picture of 
royal life is a fascinating account for many and varied readers. (KD) 





Fiction 


Bates, Herbert Ernest. The Darling Buds of May. 1958. 219p. 
Little, $3075e 
The characters in this novel lack a certain moral sense, but the 

reader soon forgets this because they are so gay, full of fun, 
exuberance, and good will. The slight plot revolves about the pretty 
Marietta, who needs a "father" for her unborn child, and Cedric 
Charlton, who calls to impress her father, Pop Larkin, with the im- 
portance of filing a tax report. Everything turns out "perfik,"” 

as Pop would say. The suggestions of proper Pritish background 
heighten the comic effect. (RS) 





Bjorn, Thyra Ferre. Papa's Daughter. 1958. 238p. Rinehart, $3.50, 

The story of Button Franzon begins with her happy childhood in a 
God-loving family in Lapland and continues with her growing up in 
America, Her problems as a wife and mother give a little depth to 
the story, and her appreciation of her father lends it distinction, 
but there are stilted scenes which detract. A wholesome story for 
the readers of Papa's Wife. 





Coates, John. The Widow's Tale, or the indiscretions of Lettice. 
1958. 22hp. Sloane, 930506 

This engaging romp tells of the problems of myopic Lettice, wide- 
eyed and beautiful, who whirls from one solution to another in try- 
ing to find a father for her unborn child. Amoral but genuinely 
pei and clever--impure entertainment for the Auntie Mame fans. 

KD 


De La Roche, Mazo. Centenary at Jalna. 1958. 3h2p. Little, $. 
Readers acquainted with Te Whiteoak family will welcome this new 

volume, but may turn from it with a surfeit of Jalna. This setting 

is in the present and concerns the conflicts arising from Renny's 


plans for his daughter and the silent struggle between Finch and 
his son. (RS) 
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eens Lion. Jephta and His Daughter. 1958. 255p. Putnam, 
0309 e 

Based upon the story in Judges XI.1, this novel brings to life a 
man who became great through succeeding in his ambition to unite 
Israel for his personal glory and vengeance. But the price he paid 
was too high for personal satisfaction. The picture of Israel in 
the Bronze Age with the accompanying themes that are developed, 
such as the struggle for belief in one god and the welding of a 
community out of warring tribes, adds to the pleasure and interest 
in reading this book. (RS) 





Garrett, James. And Save Them For Pallbearers. 1958, 320p. 
Messner, $3095 

If your readers haven't had enough blood-and-sex epics of the 
European theater of operations in World War II, this novel is as 
good as any and better than most. There are brutally realistic 
combat scenes, and the love affair of the principals is strongly 
reminiscent of Farewell to Arms, laced with a dash of Norman Mailer. 
(JF) 








Household, Geoffrey. The Brides of Solomon and Other Stories. 
1958, 2h3p. Little, $3.75. 

A collection of stories in the adventuresome Household vein. 
The Brides of Solomon has a unique setting and a theme with a wry 
twist. It concerns an archeologist's concern for an Indien tribe 
that is becoming extinct. (RS) 








Kytle, Elizabeth, Willie Mae. 1958. 2l6p. Knopf, $3.50. 

Willie Mae, a Negro servant, tells her story as she looks back 
over her past 50 years in Georgia, first as a child, growing up in 
the country, and then as a young girl and woman, working for white 
folks in Atlanta, Not only does the life of the Negro become vivid, 
but the life of the white employer is also mirrored in this straight- 
forward account. Often, the figures of speech call forth a smile, 
and they do add to this picture of a segment of America--a picture 
ass encompasses human joys and tragedies and indignities and hope. 
RS 


O'Connor, Mary. Thy Wedded Husband, 1958. 222p. Houghton, $3.50. 

A light novel that gives a picture of English suburbia and also 
reveals how one woman handled the "other woman" situation. The part 
that yn —— religion plays in a family life is well brought 
oute RS 





Park, Ruth. The Frost and the Fire. 1958. 299p. Houghton, $3.75. 

The New Zealand beckground makes this novel of the search for gold 
and the strange characters that are lured by such a quest worthy of 
mention. (RS) 
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Pinckney, Josephine. Splendid in Ashes. 1958, 3212p, Viking, 
$3095 0 

John Augustus Urimshawe, Charleston aristocrat, complicated the 
lives of all he touched--wife, Carlotta, who never divorced him, 
Cissy, who loved him, his children and friends. Starting with 
the news of Augustus’ death,the story works through the ups and 
downs of his internetional career, always centered in Charleston. 
The story is not significant, but the people and Carolina society 
come alive in author Pinckney's careful and swiftly moving prose. 
Far above averagee (KD) 





ra Olaf. Naked Under Capricorn. 1958. 217p. Lippincott, 
30756 

",eejust about the best story of the Australian aborigine ever 
published!’ says the New York Herald Tribune review. This is an 
Australian frontier Story, with the same feeling of a developing 
country that we associate with our westward movement. The unusual 
back country is magnificently described as an integral part of a 
diverse story that tells of Davis Marriner's career, his rise to 
power and wealth. The time is 1900-1930, A rather cool novel, 
which nonetheless is haunting and informative. For a broad, 
general audience. (KD) 





Schoonover, Lawrence. The Revolutionary. 1958. 95p. Little, 





e 

Even as a child, John Paul Jones does not gain the affections, 
and,as this biographical novel unfolds,he becomes less and less a 
man to be admired, but his acumen and tenacity in holding to his 
early ambitions are amazing. Since the hero engages in so many 
pursuits of good and bad repute, there are many persons and events 
woven into the story. At times, the narrative is burdened with 
information, but it will appeal to those who like a long historical 
novel. (RS 


Selby, John. The Da Dividing. 1958. 321p. Putnam, $32956 

In the panic oF 1EYe,; Harrison Audrain, bank assistant, loses a 
job and makes his future in guiding the finances of wealthy Alice 
Everett. A variety of colorful American types--from San Francisco 
of the Gold Coast days--people this rather leisurely but holding 
period novel, Neither boring nor gripping, this is a cut above 
the run of the mill. (KD) 


celia Franco. Squarcio the Fisherman. 1958. 122p. Dutton, 
20756 
Squarcio fished with dynamite, an illegal and dangerous activity 
which meant perpetual escape from the Coast Guard. The story of 
Italian fishing village and family life is both exciting and emotional- 
ly moving. Technically a fine novellette, it is a quickly read 
tare story for the audience who enjoyed The Old Man and the Sea, 
KD 
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White, Theodore H. The Mountain Road. 1958. 347p. Sloane, $3.95. 
In East China, 194, the Japanese were advancing; it was necessary 

to demolish the armunition stores, the road and bridges, The chaos 

generated is made vivid for the reader as he follows Major Baldwin, 

in charge of the demolition unit. His inner conflict is sadly re- 

solved as he realizes that power possessed him when he commanded 

his team to destroy a village. The presence of two Chinese with 

the unit serves to sharpen the sense of war's tragedy. RS) 





The initials included with the reviews refer to staff 
members: 


KD--Kenneth Duchac, JF=--John Frantz, RS--Ruth Swenson 
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BOOKS 
The Library’s Chief Stock-In-Trade 


The importance of books and reading is the theme of the Wis- 
consin Library Association's annual conference in Racine, Septem~ 
ber 28-30. "The World of Books" is the theme selected by the pro- 
gram committee for the annual conference of the American Library 
Association in Washington D.C., June 1959. 


In view of the current emphasis placed on the value of books, 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission will sponsor a series of one- 
day book=talk meetings to be held in October in five areas of the 
state. Kenneth F, Duchac, Public Library Consultant and Adult 
Services Specialist, will exhibit and review briefly approximately 
150 new adult books, Time will be given to ask questions and to 
examine the books; and a list will be provided. This type of con-= 
sultant's meeting, attended by librarians from several counties, 
has been held twice in recent months and nas proved so popular, it 
has been decided to schedule and publicize the five fall meetings. 


If there is sufficient response to this program, a similar 
series of book-talk meetings might be scheduled during National 
Library Week, April 12-18, 1959, at which time "spring titles" 
would be shown and reviewed. 


Watch for full details announcing the October meetings on 
"New Adult Books You Should Know," 


HHRDBR SS 
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POSITIONS OPEN 


Professional 
Assistant Reference and Circulation Librarian. Kellogg Public Li- 
brary, Green Bay. Duties: assist head of adult reference and circu- 
lation. Requirements: B.,leS. or MeLeS. Experience: not essential. 
Salary range: $,020-$4,740. Work week: 39 hours; 5 days. Vaca- 
tion: four weeks. Sick leave. Hospitalization insurance. Retire- 
ment: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security. Apply to 
Miss Sybil Schuette, Librarian. 
Assistant Reference Librarian. Public Library, Manitowoc. Duties: 
assist with reference, in charge of film service, some publicity. 
Reouirements: B.eLleSe or MeL.S. Experience: notessential. Begin- 
ning salary: $#,320-$,600, depending on experience. Vacation: 
four weeks. Sick leave. Blue Cross and Blue Shield. Retirement. 
Apply to Mrs. Barbara Kelly, Librarian. 
Chief Librarian. Joseph Mann Public Library, Two Rivers. Duties: 
administration of library. Requirements: B.LeS. or MLS. Ex- 
perience: library administration required. Salary range: %,600- 
$5,200. Vacation: liberal. Sick leave: 12 days per year accum- 
lative to 120 working days. Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal En- 
ployees and Social Security. Apply to Mr. John Otis, Vice President, 
Library Board, 1922 31st St. 
Children's Librarian. Public Library, Whitefish Bay. Duties: in 
charge of Children's Department. Requirements: B.L.5. or MLS. 
Experience: preferred. Salary range: $4,l64-#),82. Vacation: 
two weeks. Sick leave. Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees 
and Social Security. Apply to Mrs. Mary M. Bowen, Librarian. 
Children's Librarian. Public Library, La Crosse. Duties: in charge 
of Children’s Department and children's services in branches (2). 
Requirements: BeLeS. or MeLeS. Experience: preferred. Salary 
range: $4,164-$5,100. Vacation: one month. Sick leave. Retire- 
ment: Social Security. Apply to Miss Gertrude R. Thurow, Librarian. 
Head of Adult Services. Public Library, Appleton. Duties: co- 
ordinate work of Adult Department, prepare work schedules, super- 
vise and train circulation staff, aid in book selection. Require- 
ments: BeleSe or MeLeS. Experience: at least 2 years. Salary 
range: %3,80-$5,220. Vacation: 2 weeks first year of employment, 
, weeks thereafter. Sick leave. Blue Cross and Blue Shield: 50% 
paid by library. Retirement: Municipal and Social Security, Apply 
to Miss Edith A. Rechcygl, Librarian. 
Head Cataloger. Public Library, Wausau. Duties: head cataloger in 
Kdult fentrenents responsible for Wisconsin and local history; as- 
- sist in reference; opportunity for radio and TV programing and li- 
brary publicity, if interested. Requirements: B.L.S. or MLS, 
supervisory ability. Experience: preferred. Salary: $,200- 
$4,800 to start, depending on experience. Vacation: 3 weeks. Sick 
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leave. Retirement: Municipal and Social Security. Apply to Miss 
Dorothea Krause, Librarian. 

Head Chiltren's Librarian. Mead Public Library, Sheboygan. Duties: 
in charge of an extensive children's program, including stations in 
elementary schools; supervision of three assistants. Requirements: 
BeLeS. (fifth amet or M.LeS. Experience: required. Salary: open. 
Vacation: l weeks. Sick leave. Blue Cross and Blue Shield: 50% 
paid by library. Retirement: Municipal and Social Security. Posi- 
tion open now. Apply to Miss Marie W, Barkman, Librarian. 

Head Librarian. Free Library, Marshfield. Duties: administration 
of library. RXequirements: B,.L.S. or M.L.S. Experience: essential. 
Salary: open. Vacation: four weeks. Sick leave. Retirement: 
Wisconsin Municipal Employees and Social Security. Apply to Miss 
Agnes L. Noll, President, Library Board, P.O. Box 31l. 

Head Librarian. Vaughn Public Library, Ashland. Duties: adminis- 
tration of library. Requirements: B.L.S. or M.L.S. and Wisconsin 
Grade One certificate. Experience: essential, Salary: $,800. 
Vacation: two weeks. Sick leave. Retirement: ‘isconsin Municipal 
Employees and Social Security. Apply to Mrs. William Tucker, Presi- 
dent, Board of Directors. 








Nonprofessionai 
Head Librarian. Public rary, West Bend. Requirements: college 
degree. Some library training preferred, Experience: preferred. 
Woman, age 25 or over, Salary: dependent on experience and qualifi- 
cations. Vacation. Sick leave, Life and health insurance. Re- 
tirement: Wisconsin Municipel Employees and Social Security. Apply 
to Mr. Henry 0. Schowalter, President, Library Board of Trustees, 
Lock Box 208, 





BOOK MEMORIALS 


For those interested in encouraging the appropriate and usé- 
ful custom of giving books as a memorial, the Antioch Bookplate 
Company, Yellow Springs, Ohio, has recently conducted a survey 
and found that this method of memorializing departed relatives 
and friends is increasingly common among the libraries of the coun= 
try. Accordingly, the Antioch %ookplate Company has established 
a broader program for supplying bookplates and other suitable forms 
for carrying out the custom. Write for information. 
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WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 
Issued bimonthly by the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 
Entered as second-class matter March 21, 151), at the 
post office at Madison, Wisconsin. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in 
Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on June 29, 1918. 
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